 HAWAI’I STATE FOUNDATION ON CULTURE AND THE ARTS
General Meeting of the Commission 
HiSAM Multipurpose Room, First Floor
250 South Hotel Street, Honolulu, HI 96813
Friday, February 13, 2015 at 10:00 a.m. 

MINUTES    

MEMBERS PRESENT:	Barbara Saromines-Ganne, Chairperson
				Rai Saint Chu, Oahu Commissioner
				Joel Guy, Kauai Commissioner 
				Michael Moore, Maui Commissioner
Dean Sakamoto, Oahu Commissioner  
Karen Tiller Polivka, Oahu Commissioner
				Sherman Warner, Commissioner at Large
				Eva Rose Washburn-Repollo, Oahu Commissioner
				
	
· HSFCA STAFF			
· PRESENT:			Estelle Enoki, Administrative Services Assistant
· 				Karen Ewald, APP Manager
· 				James Gonser, Information Specialist
· 				N. Trisha Lagaso Goldberg, Commissions Project Manager
· 				Charles Medeiros, Arts Program Specialist
· 				Henny Saraswati, Secretary 
· 				Scott Young, Visitor Services Manager 
· 						
OTHERS PRESENT:	Patricia Ohara, Deputy Attorney General
				Duanne Preble, Professor Emeritus, UH Manoa
				Sarah Preble, Public
				Noe Tanigawa, Radio Public Radio 
				Georja Skinner, CO DBEDT 
				Jackie Wah, SFCA Contractor   
				
1. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Chairperson Barbara Saromines-Ganne.
· 
2. Approval of the Agenda 
Commissioner Warner moved to approve the agenda, followed by a second from Commissioner Clement. Approval of the agenda for the meeting was carried unanimously. 

3. Approval of the Minutes (January 14, 2015)
Commissioner Tiller Polivka moved to approve the minutes of January 14, 2015, seconded by Commissioner Chu and the motion was carried unanimously. 



4. Executive Director’s Report
Mr. Johnson briefly summarized his report. He was glad to report that the agency has a lot of genuine support from the legislature.   He noted that support is generally based on relationships, trust, communication and understanding. 
Mr. Johnson also informed the Commission that he met both Senators Wakai and Galuteria to address conerns about the SFCA. 

5. Statement from the public 
Professor Duane Preble expressed his pleasure that so many people were testifying in support of the SFCA. He noted that legislation involving the Honolulu Museum of Art and State Foundation seem to receive a lot of attention from the public.  
Professor Preble added that positive communication about the agency helps to build the agency’s credibility. 

6. Commission Retreat
Commissioner Sakamoto commented that part of the response of to the legislative audit was the Board’s decision to create aN investigative committee to address audit findings and recommendations. Commissioner Sakamoto said the Board would need to work together and work with the staff as well to address the audit effectively. Commissioner Sakamoto said that the Commission was considering a retreat in order to further discuss the audit and take appropriate action. Commissioner Moore suggested to have one full day retreat, Commissioner Sakamoto suggested they consider a one and half day retreat. 
Chairperson Saromines-Ganne stated they could further discuss the retreat at the March 18 Board meeting. 

Commissioner Tiller Polivka motioned to approve the planning of a Commission retreat, followed by second from Commissioner Chu. The motion was carried unanimously. 

7. Discussion and/or action regarding Queen Lili‘uokalani Statue  
Mr. Johnson informed that the board that a bill was introduced three years ago to change the inscription on the Queen’s statue to reflect the date of her coronation 1891, and the date of her death 1917. The current inscription reflects the date of her coronation and the year that her reign ended. Mr. Johnson noted that there was a commitment from the previous executive director to change the inscription yet the SFCA board voted not to change the inscription until after the bill passed.  SB233 died in committee and there remains pressure to make the change.  Mr. Johnson cited letters from the Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs and the Office of Hawaiian Affairs in support of making the change. 

Commissioner Warner motioned to make the change in number based on the desire of the Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs and the Office of Hawaiian Affairs.  The motion was seconded by Commissione Tiller Polivka and carried unanimously. 
 
8. Discussion and/or action on Legislation 
a. SB 271, HB 935, SB1104 Relating to Hawaii Public Housing Authority and the Works of Art and Special Fund
Mr. Johnson noted that there are identical bills on this and two of them are Governor package bills. Mr. Johnson noted that none of the bills had been heard to date. 

b. SB 324 Relating to an art education facility (for the Honolulu Museum of Art). 
Mr. Johnson advised that he attended the hearing in the Senate and that there was considerable testimony in support of the bill despite its $16 million dollar request.  He noted that the state is still addressing a budget deficit and is doubtful the measure will pass. 

c. SB547 Relating to the State Foundation on Culture and the Arts (transfer the SFCA from DAGS to DBEDT)
Mr. Johnson said that the Senate Committee on Higher Education and the Arts, had not yet heard the bill. Mr. Johnson said HB3800 was pased by the House Committee on VMI. He stated that he met with Georja Skinner regarding the bill and they both met with Senator Wakai, who introduced the bill. 

d. SB 1177, HB 1256 Relating to the State Foundation on Culture and the Arts (appropriation to establish 4.0 FET positions in SFCA.  
Commissioner Tiller Polivka commented that funding for the positions is coming from Special Fund. Commissioner Tiller Polivka suggested that we need this in order to track and collect Special funds more efficiently. Mr. Johnson commented that the bill did not stipulate that the positions were using Special Funds but that the source of funding would eventually be included. 
 
e. HB 1114 Relating to Historic Preservation (Works of Art Special Fund to be used to support physical upkeep of Bernice Pauhahi Bishop Museum, Iolani Palace, Washington Place, Royal Mausoleum at Mauna Ala, No. 1 Capitol District Building, and the State Capitol.) 
Mr. Johnson said the Committee on VMI deferred the bill. 

f. HB1424, SB44, Relating to the Hawaii State Capitol Area (designates a Memorial Mall and establishes a working group within the SFCA). 
Mr. Johnson informed there was testomony in favor of and against the bill. 
Commissioner Clement asked Mr. Johnson to provide information regarding his meetings with the legislators during the past weeks. Mr. Johnson advised he had discussions with Senator Tokuda chair of the Committee on Ways and Means, Senator Taniguchi chair of the Higher Education and the Arts Committee, Representative Ito, Chair of the Veterans, Military, International Affairs and the Arts, Representative Hashem, Chair of Housing, Representative Kawakami, Chair of Economic Development and Business, Senator Kidani, Senator Galuteria and Senator Wakai. 

Commissioner Tiller Polivka motioned to move to the executive session;  seconded by Commissioner Clement. The motion was carried unanimously. 



9. Announcements – Next Commission Meeting: March 18, 2015 


10. Executive Session (Executive Session (closed to public), pursuant to Hawaii Revised Statutes section 92-5(a) to consider evaluation of personnel. Approval of Executive Session minutes (November 19, 2014 and January 14, 2015) 

11. Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at  11:50 p.m. 



							Respectfully submitted, 

 

							_______________________
Henny Saraswati
							Secretary
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