STATE FOUNDATION ON CULTURE AND THE ARTS
Legislative Committee Minutes 
HiSAM Multipurpose Room, First Floor
250 South Hotel Street, Honolulu, HI 96813
Thursday, December 3, 2015 at 11:00 a.m. 

MINUTES  

MEMBERS PRESENT:	Patricia Hamamoto, Committee Chairperson
Karen Tiller Polivka,, O‛ahu Commissioner, at-large
				Jane Clement, 	Hawai‛i Commissioner 			
Dean Sakamoto, O‛ahu Commissioner, at-large
								
MEMBERS EXCUSED:	Joel Guy, Kauai Commissioner

LEGAL COUNSEL:		Patricia Ohara, Deputy Attorney General	 
	
· HSFCA STAFF			
PRESENT:			Jonathan Johnson, Executive Director 
				Charles Medeiros, Arts Program Specialist
Henny Saraswati, Secretary  
		
1. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 11:07 a.m. by Chair Committee Hamamoto.  
· 
1. Approval of the Agenda 
Commissioner Tiller Polivka moved to approve the agenda, followed by a second from Commissioner Clement. The agenda for the meeting was approved unanimously. 

1. Statement from the Public 
There was no statement from the public. 
   
1. Review the Legislative Committee purpose and work statement 
The committee discussed the merits of changing the name of the committee and its purpose to the Government Affairs Committee.  The discussion focused on the internal vs. external role of the SFCA in regards to the committee.  The committee also discussed that the external purposes proposed in a Government Affairs committee be adopted by the Communications Committee.  

Commissioner Hamamoto said the purpose of Legislative Committee is to review legislation that is coming up and determine the board positon on bills and to move forward with support or opposition. If we change the name of the committee we should be reviewing the committee’s purpose. She suggested defining the purpose of the Legislative Committee.  

Commissioner Tiller Polivka introduced five key points as the purpose of the committee.  The five points were discussed and incorporated in to a motion.

(1) Work with staff to create annual agency goals for the legislator 
(2) Preview and make a recommendation to staff regarding legislative proposals
(3) Provide testimony either in writing or in person at the legislature 
(4) Attend/schedule meeting as the legislative committee for the needed 
(5) Communicate annual goals and proposal details/actions to the full commission 

Tiller Polivka said the committee name needs to be re-worked or another option would be to create another committee that would deal with government and community affairs as well. She thinks there is an overlap with the communication committee and we may want separate it so we would be dealing with strictly policy action steps. 

Commissioner Hamamoto would like to present the suggestion to the full commission with committee recommendation. 
 
1. Discussion and/or action on the Legislative Committee purpose and work statement 
Action: Commissioner Clement moved that the purpose of the Legislative committee is to propose and vet the SFCA position regarding legislation (both State and Federal).  
The committee outlined the following as it’s purpose: The Legislative Committee will 1) work with staff to create annual agency goals for the legislature 2) preview and make recommendations to staff regarding legislative proposals 3) provide testimony, either written or in person, at the legislature, 4) attend/ schedule meetings with legislators as needed and 5) communicate annual goals and proposal details/actions to the full commission.   The motion was seconded by Commissioner Sakamoto and unanimously approved.
  
1. Executive Director’s report on current SFCA practices
Executive Director highlighted the Staff Report dated November 30, 2015 outlining the SFCA legislative process. Significant points discussed included: the routing process of SFCA legislation through DAGS, B&F and the Office of the Governor. Testimony by SFCA ED must be approved by the Comptroller prior to submitting to the Legislature. The ED recommends and discusses agency position for each item with the SFCA board chairperson and/or committee chairperson.  When a commissioner wants to submit testimony, DAGS requires an authorizing vote of the commission if a single commissioner is testifying on behalf of the commission or the SFCA. Otherwise, commissioners may submit testimony on their own behalf. 

1. Discussion and/or action on Executive Director’s report on current SFCA practices
The committee discussed the possibility of legislation in favor of an art in the military program. Commissioner Tiller Polivka spoke on her experience with HOT! (Hawaii Opera Theatre) and how they successfully implemented a program funded through the NEA. 

Action: Tiller Polivka made a motion that the Legislative Committee put forward to the commission that the board support legislation related to increased funding to the SFCA in support of art and the military. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Clement and unanimously approved.

Mr. Johnson distributed the legislation establishing the Friends of the Hawaii State Art Museum for review and discussion. Commissioner Hamamoto proposed that the SFCA build a relationship with the Friends. Commissioner Sakamoto said that the Friends needed to understand their mission and progress toward their mission should be reviewed in a year.

Action: Commissioner Clement moved that the SFCA support the existing law and invite the Friends to provide updates to the SFCA board at its regular commission meetings.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Tiller Polivka and unanimously approved.

Commissioner Sakamoto suggested the SFCA revisit its recognition program for an architecture award.  The committee requested staff report back to the commission in January on the history and status of the various awards programs of the SFCA 

Action: Commissioner Clement moved that the Legislative Committee put forward a request to the board giving the Legislative Committee members be authorization to act on behalf of the commission. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Tiller Polivka and unanimously approved.

1. Executive Director’s report on current SFCA practices 
Mr. Johnson highlighted the following:
According to law, the funds generated by the friends of HiSAM shall be used as supplemental funds that may be expended for the following purposes:
(a) Employing personnel as required to operate and maintain the museum and ancillary programs for educational, cultural, and promotional purposes;
(b) Planning and development of state art museum programs;
(c) Construction, repairs, replacement, additions, and extensions of state art museum facilities;
(d) Operational and maintenance costs of state art museum and ancillary programs and amenities;
(e) Administrative costs of the state art museum; and 
(f) Doing other things necessary to accomplish the purpose of this chapter, including the adoption, amending, or repeal of rules pursuant to chapter 91. 

1. Adjournment
Commissioner Clement moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Commissioner Tiller-Polivka and the motion was carried unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 12:37 p.m. 
							
Respectfully submitted,
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							_______________________
Henny Saraswati, Secretary
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