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King Kamehameha Celebration Commission Meeting Minutes

Date:  Tuesday, May 13, 2025
Time:  6:00 p.m.
Place:  Zoom and State Foundation on Culture and the Arts Multipurpose Room

Commission Attendees Per Roll Call: Kainoa Daines (Royal Order of Kamehameha), Beverly Lee (Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs), Louise Alina (‘Ahahui Ka‘ahumanu), Leināʻala Lopez (Island of Molokaʻi), Leilani Kahoano (Waimānalo Hawaiian Homestead Association), Moanike‘ala Whittle-Wagner (Island of Maui), Puakeala Mann (Daughters and Sons of Hawaiian Warriors - Māmakakaua), Kalei Hoffman (Island of Kauaʻi)

Attendees:  Clint Kalaola (Kala Foundation), Raymond Sin, Ikaika Bantolina (Royal Order of Kamehameha)

Call to Order, Roll Call and Reminders, Establish Quorum -- Chair Kainoa Daines called the meeting called to order at 6:05 p.m. The April Meeting Minutes were approved.  

I. Public Testimony -- Lu Ann Faborito noted that Molokaʻi will not be able to do their Paniolo Heritage June 28th event as they have logistical booking issues with Molokaʻi Ranch. Raymond Sin introduced himself commented he is active-duty military from Torrence, California. 
II. Executive Director’s Report (Amy Hammond) -- Amy reported that she has been completing her regular duties and tasks. Updated the KKCC website updates with event information for 2025 and began working on the statewide ad.  Sent reminders to past parade participants to apply for the parade.  Working with the Mayor’s Office of Culture and the Arts for support with Oʻahu Lei Draping and Parade which has been approved.  Sent invitations to the Mayor and Governor and other dignitaries inviting them to the Lei Draping Ceremony.  Met with ʻŌlelo today to review logistics and requirements.  Coordinated the youth for the Lei Draping Ceremony and scheduled the practice sessions with sessions set for Wednesday evening the week prior and Monday evening week of the event.  Secured the check for Kala Foundation for 2024 payments. Pursued Boards and Commissions to confirm receipt of application and confirmation of Beverly Lee as KKCC Chair as well as Ikaika Bantolina to replace Kainoa in the Royal Order of Kamehameha seat ad received confirmation they are confirmed.  Attended the Oʻahu Parade meeting with Department of Transportation Services and HPA and have been working closely with the neighborhood boards to provide requested information including routes, advertising, line-up, etc.  Distributed press release on the statewide festivities and updated calendar listings. Leilani Kahano inquired if we can make an adjustment to the website to be consistent with the reference of King Kamehameha I.
III. Financial Report (Amy Hammond) -- Amy reported she has been following up with the State Foundation on Culture and the Arts and the check for Kala Foundation for 2024 payments has finally arrived today.  Kainoa reached out to Leinaʻala following the last meeting regarding the Molokaʻi 2024 payments and explained the situation.
IV. KKCC Business/Committee Reports
a. Executive Committee Report (Kainoa Daines) -- Kainoa announced he is expecting a baby this week.  Kainoa noted that he had a conversation with Rick San Nicolas a master hulu worker specializing in ʻahaʻula, his work is on display at the Convention Center and several commissioners are his students.  This is in response to Ocean Kaowili’s inquiry about costumes.  Rick has noted would like to loan the Honolulu Parade a full set of regalia for Oʻahu including the Mōʻī, Kalaimoku and Kepupu Warriors, etc.  He is scheduling a workshop just prior to the parade so he will have them available.  We can use this as an opportunity to solicit donations for new sets of regalia for each island.  It was also discussed that each of the pāʻū units may have their own sets as well.  The goal for the use of the loan will be helpful for use in the future.  The Commission would then own them rather than the parade participants.  They could be put on display, promote ʻaha ʻula workshops, etc.  They can be maintained more efficiently rather they put the burden on volunteers who may ebb and flow. Mahalo to Ocean Kaowili for starting the conversation.    As of June 30, Kainoa will be stepping back from the Commission as his term will be ending, and Beverly Lee has been approved and appointed by the Governor to take over on July 1.  The June meeting will be held on June 3 which will be Kainoa’s final meeting.  Kainoa suggested that we have an in person meeting in August as we normally do not have a meeting in July.  
b. Legislative (Manu Powers) -- Nothing to report.  
c. Statuary (Kimo Alama Keaulana) -- Amy noted that the plaque that fell off has been re-installed by the Conservator.  In addition, Amy has been communicating with the groundskeeping at the Judiciary to coordinate landscaping work at the statue.  She has been in touch with the Kala Foundation landscaper who advised that they took over managing the landscaping for the mound after April 11. 
d. Retention (Kēhaulani Keanaʻaina) -- Beverly Lee has been officially designated as our new Chair and Ikaika Bantolina has been designated as an interum Commissioner with official confirmation during the next legislative session.
e. State Archives (Kimo Alama Keaulana) -- Nothing to report.
f. Friends of KKCC (Moani Whittle-Wagner) -- Nothing to report.
g. Outreach and Education -- Nothing to report.
h. Kauaʻi Parade and Hoʻolauleʻa (Kalei Hoffman) -- Kalei reported that they are requesting costumes for the Kings Court.  They had a meeting today are hoping that somehow, they can secure some regalia.  
i. Oʻahu, Parade, Hoʻolauleʻa, Pāʻū (Clint Kalaola, Oʻahu Parade Chair and Hoʻolauleʻa Chair) -- Clint reported all is going well, meeting with City and County, Permits, DTS, Special Duty everything is on track.  Parade applications are still open, parade scripts are due shortly, Hoʻolauleʻa there are a few spots open.  Working with Amy on the Statewide Marketing and sponsorships. Clint has his landscaper working on the grounds he had a truck and a half of weeds from the naupaka, looks like there were chemical burns on the ground.  They are doing their best.  Beverly reported that they are very excited Gina Jingao is the Pāʻū Queen she has a unit of all kumu hulas with14 riders, 2 trolleys and a float and the majority of Mamoa nation walking in the parade with a unit of over 200 people.  All islands are represented and everyone is very excited.  Kumunui Sunny Ching, Kumu Lopaka and Kauʻi are also riding this year so it will be very festive. Note, we do have a signed executed agreement with the Hawaii Convention Center for the float building site.             
a. Statue Lei Draping (Louise Alina) -- Louise reported they are getting ready for lei stringing day and their celebration in July.   Louise thanked Clint for working to improve the mound.  
b. Molokaʻi Gala/Hoʻolauleʻa (Leinaʻāla Lopez) -- Leinaʻāla reported that the Gala and Hoʻolauleʻa planning is going well.
c. Maui Parade/Hoʻolauleʻa (Moanikeʻala Whittle-Wagner) -- Moani reported that the Princesses of Maui for the Pāʻū units will be joining us on O’ahu for the Lei Draping Ceremony.  All eight islands are full units.  This year there are more ranches involved and will support the units which is helpful to keep costs down. They have included Kaonoulu Ranch, Kauiki Rice and Circle M.  Daryl has all his permits in and everything is on schedule for everything.  Starting off at Baldwin High School and ending at Queen Kaʻahumanu Shopping Center with the awards at center stage with a great line up of performers and crafters.  Clint noted that he will be bringing a limited supply of Silver Dollars available at the Hoʻolauleʻa on Oʻahu.  Moani will check with Tihati Productions regarding their costumes for Kauaʻi
d. Lānaʻi (Pam Alconel) -- Nothing to report. 
e. Island of Hawaiʻi -- Hilo Lei Draping and Kohala Lei Draping/Parade/ Hoʻolauleʻa (Keke Kaniho) -- Nothing to report. 
f. Kona Parade and Hoʻolauleʻa (Kēhaulani Keana‘aina) -- Nothing to report.
V. Commissioner reports/updates non-island specific representatives
a. Royal Order of Kamehameha (Kainoa Daines) -- Ikaika sent a mahalo out for securing the Convention Center for the Royal Order floats building.  Currently they are awaiting confirmation for use of the floats from the tractor providers and use of their resources from Board of Water Supply for floral supplies and Punahou School of the vegetation used after their graduation.
b. ʻAhahui Ka‘ahumanu (Louise Alina) -- Louise advised that they have four cars and a trolley for the Parade. 
c. Hale O Nā Ali‘i O Hawaiʻi (Ian Custino) -- Nothing to report.
d. Daughters & Sons of Hawaiian Warriors, Māmakakaua (Puake‘ala Mann) -- Puakeʻala reported they have turned their application for the Parade, and they will have two vehicles instead of three.  She also noted that more readers were needed for the parade that can manage the Hawaiian language scripts.  She inquired when readers received their script to review.  Puakeʻala noted they received their invitation to Lei Draping Ceremony but they will not present lei but will be there to assist.   
e. Daughters of Hawai‘i (Kēhaulani Keana‘aina) -- Nothing to report.
f. Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs (Beverly Lee) -- Nothing to report.
g. Kamehameha Schools Alumni Association (Jame Schaedel) -- Nothing to report.
h. Kapahulu Music Club (Kimo Alama Keaulana) -- Nothing to report.
i. Waimānalo Hawaiian Homes Association (Leilani Kahaono) -- Nothing to report. 
j. Papakōlea Community Association (Vacant) -- Nothing to report.
k. Island of Hawaiʻi (Keke Kaniho, pending) -- Nothing to report.
l. Island of Maui (Moanikeʻala Whittle-Wagner) -- Moani noted that they are still taking applications for the Parade entries. 
m. Island of Kauaʻi (Kalei Hoffman) -- Kalei noted that they are still accepting Parade applications.  
n. Island of Molokaʻi (Leinaʻala Bishaw) -- Nothing to report.  
o. Island of Lānaʻi (Pam Alconel) -- Nothing to report.
VI. Public Testimony -- Raymond Sin inquired if there was an opportunity to volunteers as he is with the US Airforce and former teacher in the state of Nevada and is seeking to learn more about the Hawaiian culture.  Moani suggested that we post a link on the website for volunteers with job descriptions, etc.  Clint noted the volunteer link can also be found on the kalafoundation.com website.  The information is managed by our volunteer coordinator who will follow up.  Ikaika invited Raymond to assist at the float building at the Hawaiʻi Convention Center as well to learn more.  Raymond also shared that there is a new president at UH and they are looking for students to do more civic engagement and learn how to utilize technology to be more productive.  He encouraged everyone to get engaged. 
VII. Upcoming Meeting -- The next meeting is currently scheduled for Tuesday, June 3, 2025. 
VIII. Adjourn -- The meeting was adjourned at 6:59 p.m. 
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