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King Kamehameha Celebration Commission Meeting Minutes

Date:  Tuesday, June 3, 2025
Time:  6:00 p.m.
Place:  Zoom and State Foundation on Culture and the Arts Multipurpose Room

Commission Attendees Per Roll Call: Kainoa Daines (Royal Order of Kamehameha), Beverly Lee (Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs), Louise Alina (‘Ahahui Ka‘ahumanu), Moanike‘ala Whittle-Wagner (Island of Maui), Puakeala Mann (Daughters and Sons of Hawaiian Warriors - Māmakakaua), Kalei Hoffman (Island of Kauaʻi), Ian Custino (Hale O Nā Aliʻi)

Attendees:  Clint Kalaola (Kala Foundation), Lokelani Hooton, Ikaika Bantolina (Royal Order of Kamehameha), Ocean Kaowili

Call to Order, Roll Call and Reminders, Establish Quorum -- Chair Kainoa Daines called the meeting called to order at 6:06 p.m. The May Meeting Minutes were approved.  

I. Public Testimony -- Nothing to report.
II. Executive Director’s Report (Amy Hammond) -- Amy reported that she has been completing her regular duties and tasks. Updated the KKCC website updates with event information for 2025 and created and placed the statewide print and radio advertising.  Sent additional reminders to past parade participants to apply for the parade and reminders for the mandatory parade meeting.  Working with the Mayor’s Office of Culture and the Arts for support with Oʻahu Lei Draping and Parade which has been approved and HPD support approved. Followed up on invitations to the Mayor and Governor and other dignitaries inviting them to the Lei Draping Ceremony noting that the Governor will not be able to attend the Lei Draping Ceremony, but the Lt. Governor will be attending and needs to leave by 3:45 pm.  Provided ʻŌlelo with additional information needed in conjunction to the television production.  Coordinated the youth for the Lei Draping Ceremony and scheduled the practice sessions with sessions set for Wednesday evening the week prior and Monday evening week of the event and sent reminders. Attended the Oʻahu Parade mandatory meeting. Followed up with the Department of Transportation Services to provide them with all required information and received the permit.  Have been working closely with the neighborhood boards, harbors and cruise ships to provide requested information including routes, advertising, line-up, etc.  Distributed press release on the statewide festivities and updated media advisories with reminders.  I followed up on Leilani Kahaono’s request to adjust the website to be consistent with the reference of King Kamehameha I but webmaster reported they did not find any inconsistencies.  A notice has been provided to all Commissioners notifying that there is a new requirement for a yearly review of the Executive Director so we will need to determine a method to complete that review. 
III. Financial Report (Amy Hammond) -- Nothing to report all funding received has been disbursed for this year.  Lokelani Hooton from Kohala inquired regarding the payment of 2024 funds from Kala Foundation who advised that the check has either been cut or is coming soon. 
IV. KKCC Business/Committee Reports
a. Executive Committee Report (Kainoa Daines) -- Kainoa noted he wishes that there is a smooth transition from outgoing to incoming chair and will arrange a lunch meeting with Kainoa, Beverly, Amy and Ian and can be reported in the July meeting.  Kainoa noted that he will still be assisting with Parade.  Kainoa wanted to suggest new Committee Chairs for the committees beginning in July and suggested that Committee Chairs do not need to be Commissioners.  He also noted that he will still be around to provide support and thanked everyone for all the support throughout the years.  
b. Legislative (Manu Powers) -- Nothing to report.  
c. Statuary (Kimo Alama Keaulana) -- Amy has been communicating with the groundskeeping at the Judiciary to request they stop working on the landscaping at the statue as their efforts are damaging the area.   
d. Retention (Kēhaulani Keanaʻaina) -- Kainoa noted that Keke Kaniho had expressed interest but has not shown up for any meetings so he will reach out to him to see what is going on as we do need a Hawaiʻi Island Commissioner.  If you have anyone else to suggest as a potential Commissioner for Hawaiʻi Island Commissioner please provide your suggestions.  In addition, the only other seat open is Papakōlea Community Assoication in which there has been some discussion on transferring the seat to another organization located in the Papakōlea area. Beverly spoke with Wendy Kondo with Boards and Commissions and has provided a list with the terms indicated.  Amy will distribute, so everyone please review and let us know if there are discrepancies.  
e. State Archives (Kimo Alama Keaulana) -- Nothing to report.
f. Friends of KKCC (Moani Whittle-Wagner) -- Moani noted that she has secured assisting with the process and Kainoa has also volunteered to participate on the Committee.
g. Outreach and Education -- Kainoa suggested that we can put something together that has a list of what each committee does and outlines the roles and responsibilities.  We do have this document but he will work to get this information approved and distributed.
h. Kauaʻi Parade and Hoʻolauleʻa (Kalei Hoffman) -- Kalei reported that they are having an event this Friday from 5 pm – 7 pm holding a Pāʻū Paʻina in Līhue.  
i. Oʻahu, Parade, Hoʻolauleʻa, Pāʻū (Clint Kalaola, Oʻahu Parade Chair and Hoʻolauleʻa Chair) -- Clint reported all is going well, chasing down scripts, working on the line up.     He invited everyone to come to the Lei Draping Ceremony on Oʻahu and also the Hoʻolauleʻa post parade. Ocean Kaowili reported that we have some support for the Moʻi float and will have wardrobe provided by Kumu Rick San Nicolas.  He noted that the media was informed.  He is trying to secure the barracks on Friday evening so he can have everything prepared for Saturday morning.  Ocean requested an honorarium for Kumu Rick San Nicolas.  Kainoa suggested that in the future all the media requests be channeled through the Parade Committee.  We hope to do this for other islands as well.  We will be sure to give him exposure for the media exposure.  Kainoa thanked Ocean for connecting and coordinating with us.             
a. Statue Lei Draping (Louise Alina) -- Louise noted that she shared all the information to ʻAhahui Kaʻahumanu reported they are getting ready for lei stringing day Kimo reported that mele oli will be provided by Kanaʻiaupuni Gomes will be a part of the contingency on the mound to carry out the kulena of oli as needed.
b. Molokaʻi Gala/Hoʻolauleʻa (Leinaʻāla Lopez) -- Nothing to report.
c. Maui Parade/Hoʻolauleʻa (Moanikeʻala Whittle-Wagner) -- Moani reported that six of the Princesses of Maui for the Pāʻū units will be joining us on O’ahu for the Lei Draping Ceremony.  June 21 is the Maui Parade date and Daryl is still accepting applications.  The Parade begins at 9:45 am at Baldwin High School and ending at Kaʻahumanu Shopping Center.  The pāʻū riders come into the mall for the Hoʻolauleʻa and Parade Ceremony.  All eight islands are full units with six horses in each unit but they will not have a king or queen.  The winner of the parade then presents themself at the Makawao Stampede on June 28 and on July 4, 5 and 6 is the Makawao Rodeo.   
d. Lānaʻi (Pam Alconel) -- Nothing to report. 
e. Island of Hawaiʻi -- Hilo Lei Draping and Kohala Lei Draping/Parade/ Hoʻolauleʻa (Keke Kaniho) -- Lokelani reported that Kohala is on a roll and have the permits for the events in Kohala.  The event is on Wednesday, June 11 with sunrise protocols beginning at 5 am and the Lei Draping Ceremony starts at 8 am, Parade at 9 am and Hoʻolauleʻa at 11:30 am with good music, food and crafts. 
f. Kona Parade and Hoʻolauleʻa (Kēhaulani Keana‘aina) -- Nothing to report.
V. Commissioner reports/updates non-island specific representatives
a. Royal Order of Kamehameha (Kainoa Daines) -- Ikaika noted that they are set for the float building.  They have gathered a good portion of the materials for the float building to decorate the trailers.  They have distributed their logistical information and plan to hold their ceremony as normal at 6 pm on June 10 as well as other ceremonies that week. 
b. ʻAhahui Ka‘ahumanu (Louise Alina) -- Nothing to report.
c. Hale O Nā Ali‘i O Hawaiʻi (Ian Custino) -- Ian noted that Prince David Kawananakoa who served as Iku Ho'ano (First Vice Regent) of Hale O Na Ali'i O Hawai'i passed away with services held this past month.
d. Daughters & Sons of Hawaiian Warriors, Māmakakaua (Puake‘ala Mann) -- Puakeʻala reported they have their statute tribute on Wednesday from 9 am – 9:30 am.  The public is invited.  Please let her know if there are kupuna that need chairs for the event, and they will provide chairs.  Puakeʻala noted that the patriarch of the family of Mary Kawena Kupui was not aware of the parade theme.  If we do plan to update the entry to include Mary Kawena Kupui’s family Daughters & Sons of Hawaiian Warriors, Māmakakaua is happy to offer a third vehicle.  Clint advised if that is the plan please update the script accordingly as we are happy to have them participate.  She also noted that Coline Aiu did speak with Beverly about the also providing ʻohana signage for the vehicle.   
e. Daughters of Hawai‘i (Kēhaulani Keana‘aina) -- Nothing to report.
f. Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs (Beverly Lee) -- Nothing to report.
g. Kamehameha Schools Alumni Association (Jame Schaedel) -- Nothing to report.
h. Kapahulu Music Club (Kimo Alama Keaulana) -- Kimo sent a report noting the Kapahulu Music Club is happy to report that Kanaʻiaupuni Gomes will once again be at the Kamehameha Statue Lei Draping to shoulder the chanting responsibilities and early on parade morning, Kapahulu Music Club members will be at the Iolani Palace to wrap and mount pā’ū riders for the parade.
i. Waimānalo Hawaiian Homes Association (Leilani Kahaono) -- Nothing to report. 
j. Papakōlea Community Association (Vacant) -- Nothing to report.
k. Island of Hawaiʻi (Keke Kaniho, pending) -- Nothing to report.
l. Island of Maui (Moanikeʻala Whittle-Wagner) -- Moani noted that Hoʻolauleʻa will be taking place at the Queen Kaʻahumanu.  
m. Island of Kauaʻi (Kalei Hoffman) -- Kalei extended a big mahalo to Kainoa for his service over all these years.
n. Island of Molokaʻi (Leinaʻala Bishaw) -- Nothing to report.  
o. Island of Lānaʻi (Pam Alconel) -- Nothing to report.
VI. Public Testimony -- Nothing to report.  
VII. Upcoming Meeting -- The next meeting is currently scheduled for Tuesday, July 8, 2025. 
VIII. Adjourn -- The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 
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