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King Kamehameha Celebration Commission Meeting Minutes

Date:  Tuesday, February 10, 2026
Time:  6:00 p.m.
Place:  Zoom and State Foundation on Culture and the Arts Multipurpose Room

Commission Attendees Per Roll Call: Beverly Lee (Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs), Ikaika Bantolina (Royal Order of Kamehameha), Louise Alina (‘Ahahui Ka‘ahumanu), Ian Custino (Hale O Nā Aliʻi), Kimo Alama Keaulana (Kapahulu Music Club), Jame Schaedel (Kamehameha Schools Alumni Association, Kalei Hoffman (Island of Kauaʻi), Leilani Kahoano, (Waimānalo Hawaiian Homestead Association), Puakeʻala Mann (Daughters and Sons of Hawaiian Warriors - Māmakakaua), Moanike‘ala Whittle-Wagner (Island of Maui), Kehaulani Keanaʻaina (Daughters of Hawai’i).  Commissioners not present:  Pamela Alconcel (Island of Lānaʻi), Vacant (Papakōlea Community Association), Vacant (Island of Hawaiʻi), Leināʻala Lopez (Island of Molokaʻi) 

Attendees:  Clint Kalaola (Kala Foundation)

Call to Order, Roll Call and Reminders, Establish Quorum -- Chair Beverly Lee called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m. and established quorum.  The January Meeting Minutes were approved with a minor change noted that the name of the Molokaʻi restaurant was Hiro’s not Hero’s. 

I. Public Testimony -- Nothing to report.
II. Executive Director’s Report (Amy Hammond) -- Amy reported that she has been completing her regular duties and tasks including following up with commissioners who have not completed their mandatory Ethics Training and completed an after action storm plan.  Attended Parade Meeting and Conducted Lei Draping Meeting and follow up on planning. Met several times with DAGS maintenance to discuss the repairs on from the water leak on the second floor of the annex and oversee bid meeting with contractors for repairs meanwhile trying to over see movement of office furniture, supplies and equipment in the Keiki Hula Office coordinating through Guy Sibilla.  Updated the website information with all links, dates and times.  She requested that everyone check the website to be sure it is all correct.  Moani inquired if there is still a joint Commission folder available which Amy will investigate and share with updated information for pāʻū fundraisers and additional materials.
III. Financial Report (Amy Hammond) -- Amy lobbied for additional funds and was approved $60,000 from the State Foundation on Culture and the Arts. The transfer of funds was initiated the funds expected to be received in the King Kamehameha Celebration Commission Trust Fund February.  Once received, the procurement can be issued for a contractor to handle the Oʻahu Lei Draping Ceremony and process the statewide marketing and advertising payments.  


IV. KKCC Business/Committee Reports
a. Executive Committee Report (Beverly Lee) -- Beverly noted that she has been meeting with Judiciary to get more naupaka plants planted near the statue.  She is working to be sure that the sprinkler system is also functional.  She has also been working closely with Amy regarding the Parade and Lei Draping Ceremony. 
b. Legislative (Manu Powers) -- Beverly will be working to be sure that Manu is still working on the Legislative committee. 
c. Statuary (Kimo Alama Keaulana) -- Kimo thanked Beverly for her work in trying to get the landscaping repairs completed.  
d. Retention (Kēhaulani Keanaʻaina) -- Beverly and Amy are working to try and get the dates confirmed as there seems to be some inconsistancies. Kēhaulani noted that she has a potential for the Papakōlea Community Association who will be joining us next month. 
e. State Archives (Kimo Alama Keaulana) -- Kimo noted that in Vogue Magazine in the spring 2019 issue they interviewed the Keakealani mentioning pāʻū riding and mentioned our parade.  https://www.vogue.com/vogueworld/article/hawaii-cowboy-paniolo-puuanahulu-pau-riders-skirt-parades
f. Friends of KKCC (Moani Whittle-Wagner) -- Nothing to report.
g. Outreach and Education (Ikaika Bantolina) -- Nothing to report.     
V. Events -- General update on All island-wide events  
a. Kauaʻi Parade and Hoʻolauleʻa (Kalei Hoffman) -- Kalei noted that had a fundraiser for Niʻihau Pāʻū riders.    
b. Oʻahu, Parade, Hoʻolauleʻa, Pāʻū (Clint Kalaola, Oʻahu Parade Chair and Hoʻolauleʻa Chair) -- Beverly advised on behalf of Clint that he has an event the Art of Hawaiian Pāʻū which will be held at Maunalua Gardens on March 22 from 11 am – 4 pm and the cost is $20.  Clint is holding the event as a fundraiser specifically to support the King Kamehameha Celebrations on Oʻahu.  The event will include Horse Lei Making Workshops, Pa‘u Draping Demonstrations, Traditional Hairpiece Workshops, Horseback Pa‘u Demonstrations, Cultural Games and Hands-On Activities for all ages, Live Hawaiian Music and Performances, A variety of ono mea‘ai from local vendors.  Beverly advised she has all islands full for pāʻū and queen selected.  Several pāʻū fundraisers are planned and the information will be distributed.  There is a unit selling spaghetti and dry aku.  Sam Richardson will be doing approvals for items related to pāʻū.  Bev noted that she will be gone from Feb. 28 through March 20.  
c. Oʻahu Statue Lei Draping/Practice Dates; Wednesday, June 3 and Monday, June 8, 2026, from 4:30 pm - 6:30 pm each day (Louise Alina) -- Lousie noted that they are getting ready for the event.  She also forwarded confirmation on the tasks that ʻAhahui Kaʻahumanu will be performing.  Beverly added that we are always looking for donation of the yellow plumeria only which can be delivered to the statue from 6 am on Friday, June 12, 2026.  In addition, she invites all of the Commissioners to participate and play a role in the event. 
d. Molokaʻi Gala/Hoʻolauleʻa (Leināʻala Lopez) -- Nothing to report.
e. Maui Parade/Hoʻolauleʻa (Moanikeʻala Whittle-Wagner) -- Moani reported she has all eight pāʻū units full.   
f. Lānaʻi (Pam Alconel) -- Nothing to report.    
g. Island of Hawaiʻi -- Hilo Lei Draping and Kohala Lei Draping/Parade/ Hoʻolauleʻa (Vacant) -- Nothing to report.
h. Kona Parade and Hoʻolauleʻa (Kēhaulani Keana‘aina) -- All the pāʻū units are filled and the Kona Parade will be on June 6, they have been meeting regularly, and everything is on track.  They also have  new chair of the Kona Parade.

VI. Commissioner reports/updates non-island specific representatives
a. Royal Order of Kamehameha (Ikaika Bantolina) -- Nothing to report.
b. ʻAhahui Ka‘ahumanu (Louise Alina) -- -- Nothing to report.
c. Hale O Nā Ali‘i O Hawaiʻi (Ian Custino) -- Nothing to report.
d. Daughters & Sons of Hawaiian Warriors, Māmakakaua (Puake‘ala Mann) -- Nothing to report.
e. Daughters of Hawai‘i (Kēhaulani Keana‘aina) -- Kēhaulani advised they have new leadership incuding Executive Director, Eva Hubbard and Operations Manager, Kahoku Lindsey-Asing.  The annual Meeting will be on Feb. 27 at the Pacific Club.  
f. Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs (Beverly Lee) -- Beverly noted that the Prince Kūhiō Parade is next month, and the Civic Clubs are proceeding with more information to follow.  
g. Kamehameha Schools Alumni Association (Jame Schaedel) -- Jame noted that they are waiting for the probate court to select the new trustee for the school.  There were planning on doing a function but it is currently pending.  Ikaika added that last week the three candidates visited the campus and went to selected classes.  Each campus elementary, middle and high school had some panel discussions.  He noted that all three of the candidates for headmaster are highly qualified kānaka ʻōiwi for the role of headmaster for Kapālama Campus.    
h. Kapahulu Music Club (Kimo Alama Keaulana) -- Kimo reported that on January 31 they had a pāʻū fundraiser with approximately 70 in attendance.  All of the Princesses and Queen attended.  Kimo has his crew ready to wrap pāʻū riders with an additional person added this year to execute more quickly.  Kimo has requested to meet to review the plan for Parade morning.   
i. Waimānalo Hawaiian Homes Association (Leilani Kahaono) -- Leilani reported that she was able to secure a donation from Waimea Valley Park designated for pāʻū. 
j. Papakōlea Community Association (Vacant) -- Nothing to report.
k. Island of Hawaiʻi (Vacant) -- Nothing to report.
l. Island of Maui (Moanikeʻala Whittle-Wagner) -- Nothing to report.    
m. Island of Kauaʻi (Kalei Hoffman) -- Kalei reported they do not have a pāʻū queen yet and are still trying to fill three vacancies for the units.  She had some questions about the kukui for wrapping of the pāʻū with the kukui nuts.  Kimo noted he is happy to come and help with Kauaʻi. Melissia Sugai will be assisting with the parade as well.
n. Island of Molokaʻi (Leinaʻala Bishaw) -- Nothing to report.  
o. Island of Lānaʻi (Pam Alconel) -- Nothing to report.   
VII. Public Testimony -- Nothing to report.
VIII. Miscellaneous -- Beverly inquired with Commissioners on the meeting schedule and confirmed that we would not have meetings in November or December in 2026. She would like to have a meeting through July but then none in August and September and then have a meeting in October.  Jame noted that he would like to work with Moani on the Friends of KKCC in the interim.  Amy also noted that the meeting for June would be held on Tuesday, June 2.  Meetings will continue to be held in March, April, May, June, July and October for 2026 and resume in January 2027.  
IX. Upcoming Meeting -- The next meeting is currently scheduled for 6 p.m. Tuesday, March 10, 2026.  
X. Adjourn -- The meeting was adjourned at 7:08 p.m.
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