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King Kamehameha Celebration Commission Meeting Minutes

Date:  Tuesday, March 10, 2026
Time:  6:00 p.m.
Place:  Zoom and State Foundation on Culture and the Arts Multipurpose Room

Commission Attendees Per Roll Call: Ikaika Bantolina (Royal Order of Kamehameha), Louise Alina (‘Ahahui Ka‘ahumanu), Ian Custino (Hale O Nā Aliʻi), Kimo Alama Keaulana (Kapahulu Music Club), Kalei Hoffman (Island of Kauaʻi), Leināʻala Lopez (Island of Molokaʻi). Commissioners not present:  Beverly Lee (Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs), Jame Schaedel (Kamehameha Schools Alumni Association, Pamela Alconcel (Island of Lānaʻi), Leilani Kahoano, (Waimānalo Hawaiian Homestead Association), Vacant (Papakōlea Community Association), Vacant (Island of Hawaiʻi), Moanike‘ala Whittle-Wagner (Island of Maui), Puakeʻala Mann (Daughters and Sons of Hawaiian Warriors - Māmakakaua), Kehaulani Keanaʻaina (Daughters of Hawai’i).  

Attendees:  Ocean Kaowili

Call to Order, Roll Call and Reminders, Establish Quorum -- Chair Ian Custino called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m. and established quorum.  The March Meeting Minutes were not approved due to lack of quorum.

I. Public Testimony – Written testimony was submitted by Lu Ann Mahiki Lankford-Faborito regarding agenda item VI-C -Moloka‘i.  She submitted the following "Ho'olehua Homesteader's 
would like to offer a suggestion about a possible parade this year?  We would be a participant 
and encourage asking all Homesteaders as well with other community organizations." Planningand permits, and other logistics would need to start asap.  I would personally offer to help.”  
The Commission discussed that the timeframe is very short.  Leinā‘ala will share with Daryl 
who coordinates the Maui County activities.  Leinā‘ala mentioned in previous years that has 
not been a parade due to lack of funding, submission of the permit application past deadline 
and, they are very limited on the available horses and they are very expensive.  Resources are limited and expensive as well the persons who were knowledgeable about horse lei have 
passed on.   Kimo mentioned that in 1986 Danny and Clarissa Mateo tried to assign 
different islands to different families in order to secure pāʻū riders and had Kimo Keaulana 
wrap the riders.  Ian Custino also commented that he was not sure that we have the capacity to execute a parade this year, but it is something to be discussed for next year.  Leinā‘ala noted 
that they do need additional support and welcome the Homesteaders support.  Ian will also follow up with Lu Ann Mahiki Lankford-Faborito.

II. Executive Director’s Report (Amy Hammond) -- Amy reported that she has been completing her regular duties and tasks including following up on the processing of our funds being transferred from the State Foundation on Culture and the Arts to our account.  In addition, overseeing the installation of the new floor tile on the second floor of the annex which has been removed and the new tiles are being scheduled for installation.  Also, she have updated the website information with all links, dates and times for the 2026 festivities.  She distributed a reminder link to the Commission folder with updated information for pāʻū fundraisers and additional materials.  She noted that the Prince Kuhio Parade has been cancelled.
III. Financial Report (Amy Hammond) -- The funds in the amount of $60,000 from the State Foundation on Culture and the Arts were transfer to the King Kamehameha Celebration Commission Trust Fund as of this week.  Now the funds have been received Amy will work on the procurement which can be issued for a contractor to handle the Oʻahu Lei Draping Ceremony and process the statewide marketing and advertising payments.  
IV. KKCC Business/Committee Reports
a. Executive Committee Report (Beverly Lee) -- Nothing to report 
b. Legislative (Vacant) -- Beverly followed up with Manu Powers who advised that she will no longer be chairing the Legislative Committee.  At a past meeting Jame had expressed some interested and hope to have him head the Committee.
c. Statuary (Kimo Alama Keaulana) -- Nothing to report.
d. Retention (Kēhaulani Keanaʻaina) -- Nothing to report.
e. State Archives (Kimo Alama Keaulana) -- Kimo noted Ronald Clayton Wiliams posted something interesting and will be starting a new class on Kamehameha III (Kauikeaouli).  Kimo will be providing the information if anyone is interested.
f. Friends of KKCC (Moani Whittle-Wagner) -- Nothing to report.
g. Outreach and Education (Ikaika Bantolina) -- Ikaika noted he has created a draft of how he will go about creating his idea of competitions for the floats for the community and schools but nothing additional to report until after this year’s celebrations.  
V. Events -- General update on All island-wide events  
a. Kauaʻi Parade and Hoʻolauleʻa (Kalei Hoffman) -- Kalei noted that this Sunday there wll be a workshop with Leiala Cook held at the Sheraton Kauaʻi Coconut Beach Resort from 9:00 am until 1:30 pm.  The workshop is free and open to the public.  
b. Oʻahu, Parade, Hoʻolauleʻa, Pāʻū (Clint Kalaola, Oʻahu Parade Chair and Hoʻolauleʻa Chair) -- Amy reported on behalf of Clint that everything is on track for the Parade and Hoʻolauleʻa.  Also, his event, The Art of Hawaiian Pāʻū, has been cancelled due to unforseen circumstances.  Ocean Kawoili reported regarding the Moʻi Float, Ocean noted that we were very fortunate that he was able to secure the mahiole and ʻahuʻula for the warriors.  He hopes moving forward we will not have to go back to synthetics.  He advised that Rick San Nicolas will be participating again and bringing some of the same materials he shared with us last year.  He also asked about potential funding and was directed to the contractor and the Parade Coordinator. Ocean also inquired if the Mōʻī has been selected and was advised he has not been selected.
a. Oʻahu Statue Lei Draping/Practice Dates; Wednesday, June 3 and Monday, June 8, 2026, from 4:30 pm - 6:30 pm each day (Louise Alina) -- Lousie noted that they are getting ready for the event.  She advised that we may have some issues with the plumeria this year due to the weather.  Growers are already asking 25 cents per blossom.  
b. Molokaʻi Gala/Hoʻolauleʻa (Leināʻala Lopez) -- The hotel has not yet reopened so there is still discussion of the Gala on Friday and Hoʻolauleʻa on Saturday.
c. Maui Parade/Hoʻolauleʻa (Moanikeʻala Whittle-Wagner) -- Nothing to report.
d. Lānaʻi (Pam Alconel) -- Nothing to report.    
e. Island of Hawaiʻi -- Hilo Lei Draping and Kohala Lei Draping/Parade/ Hoʻolauleʻa (Vacant) -- Nothing to report.
f. Kona Parade and Hoʻolauleʻa (Kēhaulani Keana‘aina) -- Nothing to report.
VI. Commissioner reports/updates non-island specific representatives
a. Royal Order of Kamehameha (Ikaika Bantolina) -- Nothing to report.
b. ʻAhahui Ka‘ahumanu (Louise Alina) -- -- Nothing to report.
c. Hale O Nā Ali‘i O Hawaiʻi (Ian Custino) -- Nothing to report.
d. Daughters & Sons of Hawaiian Warriors, Māmakakaua (Puake‘ala Mann) -- Nothing to report.
e. Daughters of Hawai‘i (Kēhaulani Keana‘aina) -- Nothing to report.
f. Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs (Beverly Lee) -- Nothing to report.  
g. Kamehameha Schools Alumni Association (Jame Schaedel) -- Nothing to report.
h. Kapahulu Music Club (Kimo Alama Keaulana) -- Kimo noted that he has been in touch with the Oʻahu Parade Queen’s unit guiding them with their pāʻū.  
i. Waimānalo Hawaiian Homes Association (Leilani Kahaono) -- Nothing to report.
j. Papakōlea Community Association (Vacant) -- Nothing to report.
k. Island of Hawaiʻi (Vacant) -- Nothing to report.
l. Island of Maui (Moanikeʻala Whittle-Wagner) -- Nothing to report.    
m. Island of Kauaʻi (Kalei Hoffman) -- Nothing to report.    
n. Island of Molokaʻi (Leinaʻala Bishaw) -- Nothing to report.  
o. Island of Lānaʻi (Pam Alconel) -- Nothing to report.   
VII. Public Testimony -- Nothing to report.
VIII. Miscellaneous -- Ian asked Kimo if he could present an oli for the Commission that could be performed as a group.  Kimo has agreed to record an oli that will be shared in our Commission Folder.  In addition, Kalei Hoffman asked if there was any significance of having the naupaka around the Oʻahu statue?  Kimo advised that he is not aware of any reason it was planted other than to control foot access around the statue.  Ian suggested that we will most likely need to do a GIA CIP to renew the area.  The next cycle for 2028 would. Amy noted that DAGS has advised that they have put this renovation out to bid.  Ian requested that Amy keep him in the loop as this moves through the procurement process.   
IX. Upcoming Meeting -- The next meeting is currently scheduled for 6 p.m. Tuesday, April 14, 2026.  
X. Adjourn -- Meeting was adjourned at 6:41 p.m.
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