
 

STATE FOUNDATION ON CULTURE AND THE ARTS 
General Board Committee Meeting Agenda 

Monday, June 8, 2026 
11:00 am 

 
Physical Meeting Location:  

250 South Hotel Street, Honolulu, Hawaiʻi 96813 
Multipurpose Resource Room, First Floor 

 
Remote Meeting Location:  

Video Conference via Zoom  
 

                        https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88297273198?pwd=fKevYGSKCo6cfGJ2FC5aJYWxx0bffM.1  

Meeting ID: 882 9727 3198 
Passcode: 029441 
Dial by Location: 

+1 206 337 9723 US (Seattle) or +1 213 338 8477 US (Los Angeles) 
Meeting ID: 830 5836 2601 

Passcode: 710416 

The meeting will be held using interactive conference technology under Section 92-3.7, Hawaii Revised Statutes (“HRS”). 
Commissioners, staff, testifiers, and the public can choose to participate in person or online via Zoom. The public may also 
view the live meeting via its Zoom link at 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88297273198?pwd=fKevYGSKCo6cfGJ2FC5aJYWxx0bffM.1  
 
If you are having difficulty connecting to the meeting, please contact Kamakani Konia at (808) 586-0300.   
 
To Provide Written Testimony 
We encourage interested persons to submit written testimony in advance of the meeting, which will be distributed to 
Commissioners prior to the meeting and allow a timely review. Please submit written testimony via email to 
kamakani.p.konia@hawaii.gov   
Written testimonies can also be mailed to:  
Kamakani Konia 
State Foundation on Culture and the Arts 
250 South Hotel Street, 2nd Floor 
Honolulu, Hawaiʻi 96813 
Written testimonies may be posted upon the State Foundation on Culture and the Arts meeting website. As a precaution, 
please be mindful of any personal information that may be contained in your testimony prior to submitting it unless you intend 
for it to be shared. Late written testimony will be retained as part of the record and distributed to Commissioners as soon as 
practicable, but we cannot ensure that the Commissioners will receive it in sufficient time to review, prior to decision-making. 
To Provide In-Person Oral Testimony 
Attend in-person at:  
State Foundation on Culture and the Arts 
250 South Hotel Street 
Multipurpose Resource Room, First Floor 
Honolulu, Hawaiʻi 96813 
 
To Provide Testimony by Telephone 
Individuals interested in signing up to provide oral testimony at the meeting may submit their name, e-mail address, and 
telephone number to kamakani.p.konia@hawaii.gov. On the day of the meeting at the start of the agenda item you wish to testify 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88297273198?pwd=fKevYGSKCo6cfGJ2FC5aJYWxx0bffM.1
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88297273198?pwd=fKevYGSKCo6cfGJ2FC5aJYWxx0bffM.1
mailto:kamakani.p.konia@hawaii.gov
mailto:kamakani.p.konia@hawaii.gov


 

on, dial the above listed telephone number (Zoom); input the meeting ID: 830 5836 2601 and the passcode: 710416, and follow 
the prompts. 
To Provide Video/Zoom Testimony 
Please send your request in a timely manner to kamakani.p.konia@hawaii.gov with your name, email address, telephone 
number, and agenda item you wish to testify on. Once your request has been received, you will receive a confirmation email 
with pertinent information. You may testify without signing up in advance.  

 
AGENDA 

1. Call to Order 
2. Roll Call and Determination of Quorum 
3. Approval of May 15, 2026 Meeting Minutes 
4. Public Testimony on Agendized Items 

Public testimony on any item relevant to this agenda may be taken at this time, or a testifier may wait to testify when the 
agenda item is called for in discussion. Pursuant to Section 92-3, HRS, the Chair of the Commission has the authority to 
impose reasonable conditions to ensure an orderly and efficient meeting. Testimony presented during the meeting will be 
limited to three minutes each. Agenda items may be taken out of order. 

5. Items for Discussion, Consideration, and Action  
 

a. Approval of the fiscal year 2027 Community Arts Grant Recommendations 
 
 

 
APPLICANT ORGANIZATION ISLAND PROJECT CATEGORY PROJECT TITLE 

APPLICATION 
NUMBER 

GRANT 
REQUEST 

1 
PlayBuilders of Hawaii Theater 

Company Oahu 
Heritage & Preservation 

(Culture) 
Our Okinawan ̒ Ohana: Stories from Hawaiʻi’s 

Okinawan Community FY27-0025 $15,000 

2 Hana Arts Maui Arts Education (Education) 
Hāna Noʻeau: Creative Learning and Cultural 

Education in Hāna 
FY27-0055 $15,000 

3 Society for Kona's Education & Art Hawaii Community Arts (Engagement) The Art of Community Learning FY27-0084 $15,000 

4 Hawaii Youth Symphony Association Oahu 
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts) Pacific Music Institute 2026 FY27-0075 $15,000 

5 
YOUNG OF HEART WORKSHOP dba 

Pu'uhonua Society Oahu 
Heritage & Preservation 

(Culture) Keanahala: A Place for Hala FY27-0050 $15,000 

6 
Maui Historical Society/ Hale 
Hō`ike`ike at the Bailey House Maui 

Heritage & Preservation 
(Culture) 

Hale Hōʻikeʻike Cultural Events Series FY27-0065 $15,000 

7 
East Hawai'i Cultural Council dba East 

Hawai'i Cultural Center Oahu Arts Education (Education) Gallery Exhibitions FY27-0006 $15,000 

8 Hui Noeau Maui Arts Education (Education) 
Enhancing Lives through Visual Arts Education 

in Maui County 
FY27-0015 $15,000 

9 Nova Arts Foundation Inc. Oahu 
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts) IONA’s 26/27 Annual Season FY27-0023 $15,000 

10 Sounding Joy Music Therapy, Inc. Oahu Community Arts (Engagement) 
Healing Generations: Community 

Collaborative Music Therapy for Older Adults 
FY27-0062 $15,000 

11 Lahaina Arts Guild Maui Arts Education (Education) We Make Art Happen FY27-0004 $15,000 

12 HIKI OLA Hawaii 
Heritage & Preservation 

(Culture) 
Ho'okahua Hou: Restoring Foundations of 

Cultural Access in Kealakekua 
FY27-0070 $15,000 

13 Hawaii International Film Festival Oahu 
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts) 
46th Annual Hawai‘i International Film 

Festival 
FY27-0058 $15,000 

14 Youth Artivists Hawaii Hawaii Arts Education (Education) Youth Artivists Hawaii FY27-0080 $10,000 

15 
Hilo Education Arts Repertory Theatre 

Company (HEART) Hawaii Arts Education (Education) 
I HEART Musical Theater/A Tuition-Free 

Musical Theatre Training Program 
FY27-0089 $15,000 

16 Hawai'i Concert Society Hawaii 
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts) Hawaii Concert Society 2026-2027 Season FY27-0076 $5,000 

17 Ohana Arts Oahu 
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts) 
Okinawan Princess Musical Theatre 

Production 
FY27-0085 $15,000 

18 Oahu Choral Society Oahu 
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts) 
Hui pū i ka mele (to join together/assemble in 

song) 
FY27-0039 $15,000 

mailto:kamakani.p.konia@hawaii.gov


 

19 West Hawaii Dance Theatre Hawaii 
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts) 
West Hawaii Dance Theatre Performance & 

Mentorship Season Project 
FY27-0030 $15,000 

20 
Hawaii Institute for Music Enrichment 

and Learning Experiences, Inc. Oahu 
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts) 
Hawaiian Steel Guitar Festivals and 

Showcases 
FY27-0019 $15,000 

21 Alliance for Drama Education Oahu Community Arts (Engagement) Gett!ng Dramat!c FY27-0081 $15,000 

22 Kona Choral Society, Inc. Hawaii 
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts) 
Kona Choral Society 2026-2027 Community 

Concert Season 
FY27-0020 $15,000 

23 Maui Public Art Corps Maui Community Arts (Engagement) Hui Mo‘olelo FY27-0043 $15,000 

24 
Hawaii Performing Arts Company, Ltd. 

dba Manoa Valley Theatre Oahu 
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts) 
Celebrating Humanity: Theatre, Music, and 

Education at Manoa Valley Theatre 
FY27-0002 $15,000 

25 Archive for Healths, Arts, and Spirit Maui Arts Education (Education) Hawaii Youth Poet Laureate 2027 FY27-0028 $15,000 

26 TAG - The Actors' Group Oahu 
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts) Waihōna Kino (Body Archive) FY27-0026 $15,000 

27 Kumu Kahua Theatre Oahu 
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts) 
Kumu Kahua Theatreʻs 56th Season FY27-0078 $15,000 

28 Hawaii Craftsmen Oahu 
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts) Hawaii Craftsmen Exhibtion Programs FY27-0059 $15,000 



 

 
  

APPLICANT ORGANIZATION 
 

ISLAND 
 

PROJECT CATEGORY 
 

PROJECT TITLE 
APPLICATION 

NUMBER 
GRANT 

REQUEST 

29 Hawaii Handweavers' Hui Oahu Community Arts (Engagement) 
Visiting Artist Giovanna Imperia: Weaving with 

Wire 
FY27-0047 $5,000 

30 Volcano Art Center Hawaii Community Arts (Engagement) CommUNITY Arts FY27-0037 $15,000 

31 Hawaii Symphony Orchestra Oahu 
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts) 
Hawai'i Symphony Orchestra's Masterworks 

Series 
FY27-0045 $15,000 

32 Hawaii Youth Opera Chorus Oahu Arts Education (Education) 
Music Education and Performance 

emphasizing Hawaiian culture 
FY27-0052 $15,000 

33 Maui Academy of Performing Arts Maui 
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts) Uncommon Stages Project FY27-0011 $15,000 

34 
Honolulu Academy of Arts dba 

Honolulu Museum of Art Oahu Arts Education (Education) See Art Make Art and Soundshop FY27-0083 $15,000 

35 Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii Oahu 
Heritage & Preservation 

(Culture) 
2027 New Year's ̒ Ohana Festival FY27-0014 $15,000 

36 Diamond Head Theatre Oahu 
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts) Diamond Head Theatre's 2026-2027 Season FY27-0044 $15,000 

37 
Holualoa Foundation for Arts & Culture 

dba Donkey Mill Art Center Hawaii Community Arts (Engagement) 
Donkey Mill Art Center Exhibition Program 

2026-2027 
FY27-0071 $15,000 

38 Kahilu Theatre Foundation Hawaii Community Arts (Engagement) Kahilu Festival Series FY27-0009 $15,000 

39 Honolulu Theatre for Youth Oahu Arts Education (Education) HTYʻs Statewide Tour FY27 FY27-0017 $15,000 

40 Hokulani Children's Theatre of Molokai Molokai 
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts) 
Hokulani CTOM 2026-2027 Performing Arts 

Program 
FY27-0067 $15,000 

41 Lanai Arts and Culture Center Lanai Community Arts (Engagement) Let's Art Together FY27-0049 $10,000 

42 Prince Dance Company Hawaii 
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts) 
PERFORM: Expanding Student Access to 

student-led Performing Arts 
FY27-0016 $15,000 

43 Hula Preservation Society Oahu 
Heritage & Preservation 

(Culture) 
Kou Lima Nani Ē: The Lovely Hula Hands of Mid- 

20th Century Hawaiʻi FY27-0040 $15,000 

44 Arts Kauai/Kauai Songwriters Kauai 
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts) Kauai Songwriters Music Festival 2027 FY27-0003 $15,000 

45 Hawaiian Historical Society Oahu 
Heritage & Preservation 

(Culture) 
Talk Story Saturdays FY27-0042 $15,000 

46 ProArts, Inc. Maui 
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts) 2026-2027 ProArts Theatrical Season FY27-0069 $15,000 

47 Aloha International Piano Festival Oahu Arts Education (Education) Kanikapila - Music & Talkstory FY27-0046 $10,000 

48 Hana Hou Music Program Maui Arts Education (Education) 
Hana Hou Music Program 2026 Summer 

Season 
FY27-0031 $15,000 

49 Lanai Academy of Performing Arts Inc. Lanai 
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts) LAPA 2026-2027 Performing Arts Programs FY27-0024 $15,000 

50 
Kamuela Philharmonic Orchestra 

Society Hawaii 
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts) Youth Artist Competition FY27-0008 $15,000 

51 Bamboo Ridge Press Oahi 
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts) 
Honoring Four Decades of Literary 

Contribution 
FY27-0033 $15,000 

52 Hawaii United Okinawa Association Oahu 
Heritage & Preservation 

(Culture) 
Warabi Ashibi - Okinawan Cultural Day Camp 

for Children 
FY27-0013 $5,000 

53 Tau Dance Theater Oahu 
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts) Waihōna Kino (Body Archive) FY27-0057 $15,000 

54 Windward Choral Society Oahu 
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts) 
A Community Remembrance for the 25th 

Anniversary of 9/11 
FY27-0035 $15,000 

55 Ballet Hawaii Oahu Community Arts (Engagement) Angel Program FY2027 FY27-0077 $15,000 

56 Maui Pops Orchestra, Inc. Maui 
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts) 
Maui Pops Orchestra 2026-2027 Concert 

Season 
FY27-0036 $15,000 

57 Honolulu Printmakers Oahu Community Arts (Engagement) 98th Annual Juried Printmaking Exhibition FY27-0027 $10,000 



   
 

If you require special assistance or auxiliary aids and/or services to participate in the subject public meeting, please contact 
Kamakani Konia for the State Foundation on Culture and the Arts, at kamakani.p.konia@hawaii.gov or (808)586-0300 as 
soon as possible. Requests made as early as possible have a greater likelihood of being fulfilled. Upon request, this notice 
is available in alternate/accessible formats. 
 

 
 

APPLICANT ORGANIZATION ISLAND PROJECT CATEGORY PROJECT TITLE 
APPLICATION 

NUMBER 
GRANT 

REQUEST 

58 Maui Arts & Cultural Center Maui 
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts) 
MACC Presents 26-27: Selected Works FY27-0086 $15,000 

59 Isle of Maui Pipe Band Maui Arts Education (Education) IMPB Pipe School FY27-0034 $5,000 

60 The Friends of the Palace Theater Hawaii 
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts) Hawaii Music Concert Series FY27-0074 $15,000 

61 Adaptations Dance Theater Maui 
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Art) SEED Choreographic Residency FY27-0012 $5,000 

62 Maui Classical Music Festival Maui 
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts) 
45th Annual Maui Classical Music Festival FY27-0010 $15,000 

63 Hawaii Theatre Center Oahu Community Arts (Engagement) Hawaii Theatre Education Program FY27-0082 $15,000 

64 Teohinui Foundation Maui 
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts) Teohinui Foundation's Annual Recital FY27-0048 $15,000 

65 Hawaii Opera Theatre Oahu Arts Education (Education) Hawaii Opera Theatre Education Programs FY27-0018 $15,000 

 
b. Approval of Gift/Purchase Recommendations for the Art in Public Places Collection 

 
Hawaii Island Art Alliance, Wailoa Art Center, "2025 Abstract Only! 15th Annual Multimedia Juried 
Competition," juried exhibition (August 1, 2025 - August 28, 2025)        
    
 
AASC VACS: Sherm Warner, Mary Begier, Codie King, Mary Babcock 
SFCA: Eli Baxter 
 
1. YAMANOHA, Glenn. 6074-26 “3 Mahus”  
octopus ink and graphite on paper, 1997, 6 x 18" 
$600.00 
 
2. GROOM, Cheri. 6075-26 “Rift” 
oil and cold wax, 2025, 48 x 36” 
$7,500.00 
 
3. DOUGLAS, Bob Danhieux. 6076-26 “Blankenberg 1972” 
Mokuhanga, sumi, graphite, 2024, 33.75 x 25.5" 
$1,000.00 
 
TOTAL                                                                                                          $9,100.00 
 
 
 
 
Maui Arts & Cultural Center, "Ocean of Peace," curated exhibition (December 6, 2025 - January 29, 2026)  
          
AASC VACS: Neida Bangerter, Michael Takemoto 
SFCA COMM: Susana Browne, Jan Sato 
SFCA: Eli Baxter 
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1. WATSON, Anthony. 6123-26 “Obechad” 
mango, koa, stainless steel, aluminum, rubberized polymer, resin, 2025,  
22.5" x 34" x 9" 
$4,000.00 
 
 
2. WATSON, Anthony. 612-26 “Enthused and Spiteful Hairpins” 
guava, Hong Kong orchid, koa, bamboo, oyster shell, black coral, plastic, inorganic dye, 5160 steel, nylon, 2025, 15.5" x 
18.5" x 3.75" 
$1,800.00 
 
3. BAMBA, James. 6125.01 - "Balakbak Taitampe" - $1,200.00  
BAMBA, James. 6125.02 - "Balakbak Gaitampe" - $1,500.00  
woven Pandanus, 2025, 10.75" x 6.5" x 5.5” & 3" x 3.75" x 4"  
$2,700.00 
 
4. YAMASE, Lissette. 6126-26 “The Disappearance of Sipin” 
charcoal on paper, 2025, 20.75" x 16.75” 
$800.00 
 
 
 TOTAL                                                                                           $9,300.00              
 
 
 
Hui No'eau Visual Arts Center, "2026 Annual Juried Exhibition," juried exhibition (January 16, 2026 - February 
20, 2026) 
 
AASC VACS: Paul Janes-Browne, Joelle C. Perz 
SFCA COMM: Susana Browne, Jan Sato 
SFCA: Eli Baxter 
 
1. TURNBULL, Christine. 6130-26 “Divine Goddess”  
low fire ceramic, dried seedling palm frond, 2025, 34 x 44 x 12" 
$2,900.00 
 
2. MCNERTHNEY, Sheri. 6131-26 “Golden Path” 
handwoven linen, gold leaf thread, fabric paint, 2026, 70 x 36” 
$12,000.00 
 
3. KEAN, Susan Conway. 6132-26 “Waiting For Surf” 
oil, 2025, 18.5 x 30.5" 
$2,000.00 
 
4. JOUBERT, Masako. 6133-26 “Modern Botanicals” 
ceramic, 2025, 13 x 14 x 14" 
$3,200.00 
 
5. DAVIS, Paul Allan. 6134-26 “Ke Kahawai o Ko'u Moe'uhane” 
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fiber collage, batik, muslin, tulle, thread, 2025, 18 x 18.5" 
$5,000.00 
 
 
 TOTAL                                                                                                       $25,100.00 
 
Manini Collective, Kaiao Space, "CALABASH," curated exhibition (March 6, 2026 - April 5, 2026)  
 
AASC VACS: Maya Portner, Russell Sunabe, Elana Bernnard 
SFCA: Eli Baxter, Kamakani Konia 
 
1. FOLTZ, Kaila. 6147-26 “False Horizon” 
oil on canvas, 2026, 36 x 36" 
$2,000.00 
 
2. MILK, Grace. 6148-26 “Ceremony Without Witness 
acrylic gouache on canvas, 2026, 22 x 18" 
$5,000.00 
 
3. CHAI, Lauren Hana. 6149-26 “Mom's Coming 'Round To Put It Back The Way It Ought To Be” 
oil and mixed media on canvas, 2026, 32 x 32" 
$5,000.00 
 
 
TOTAL                                                                                                       $12,000.00 
 
 
 
 
 
Honolulu Printmakers, Downtown Art Center, "98th Annual Exhibition," juried exhibition (April 3, 2026 - April 
25, 2026)   
 
AASC VACS: Deborah Nehmad, Susan Hogan 
SFCA COMM: Randy Fujiki 
SFCA: Shirley Lam, Eli Baxter 
 
1. BARNABY, Margaret. 6153-26 “Hokkaido Riverside” 
woodblock, 2025, 31.75" x 47.75" 
$3,600.00 
 
2. PIETRUSZKA, Aaron. 6154-26 “Halema'uma'u (2016)” 
mixed media, 2025, 20.25" x 16.5" 
$1,200.00 
 
3. GOEBEL, Jon. 6155-26 “Ebb and Flow” 
intaglio, 2025, 15.25" x 22.75" 
$1,200.00 
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TOTAL                                                                                                       $6,000.00 
 
 
Aupuni Space, "Islandwide," curated exhibition (April 8, 2026 - April 25, 2026)   
AASC VACS: Emily McIlroy, Johnny Macas 
SFCA COMM: Randy Fujiki 
SFCA: Eli Baxter, Kamakani Konia 
 
1. SATO, Nālani. 6158-26 “Boar Standing on Bed No. 2 (Modern Animism series)” 
oil on canvas, 2026, 36 x 48"  
$6,800.00 
 
2. SATO, Nālani and OLSEN, Tino. 6159-26 “Hawaii State Capitol Building (Art in Public Places Series)” 
oil on canvas, 2026, 48 x 60” 
$8,500.00 
 
3. SEWARD, Lawrence. 6160-26 “Magellan” 
acrylic and archival digital print on wood panel, 2014, 46.5 x 20.5" 
$4,500.00 
 
3. KHAN, Amber. 6161-26 “Observe/Participate” 
Kamani, bass wood, bog wood, u-pins, cordage, pendant, thread, opihi, brick, beads, lei remnants, 2026, 36 x 58 x 19" 
$6,700.00 
 
 
 TOTAL                                                                                                 $26,500.00                              
 
 

c. Approval of Contract Amendment for Capitol Pools Project – additional funds for Construction 
Phase and Installation Phase  

 
d. Directors Report – Legislative Session; Strategic Plan, Personnel and Art in Public Places 

Survey Initiative, Commission Changes, and Commission Committee Updates 
6. Announcements 
7. Adjournment 

 
In the event that audiovisual communication cannot be maintained by all participating Commissioners and quorum is lost, 
the meeting will automatically be recessed for 30 minutes, during which time an attempt to restore audiovisual 
communication will be made. If such attempt to restore is unsuccessful within said 30 minutes, all board members, 
members of the public, staff and other interested individuals shall log on again to the Zoom link on this Notice, whereby 
audio communication will be established for all participants and the meeting will continue. If reconvening the meeting is 
not possible because audio and visual communication cannot be re-established, the meeting will be terminated. 



State Foundation on Culture and the Arts 

Community Arts Grant Program FY2027 

Staff Report

June 8, 2026 

FACTS 
Project Title: Community Arts Grant Program Fiscal Year 2027 
Project Staff: Karen Ewald – Executive Director, Brittany Rakowitz – Community Arts Coordinator 
Statute/Policy/Procedures: Community Arts Program follows Chapter 9-11 for applicant eligibility 
purposes.  

WHAT 
The State Foundation on Culture and the Arts (SFCA) provides public funds through community grants to 
support projects designed to promote, perpetuate, and preserve culture and the arts in Hawai`i.   
The applicant organization may apply to one of the following categories: 

• Presenting and Performing Arts
• Heritage and Preservation
• Arts Education
• Community Arts

WHEN 
Intent to Apply: August 1, 2025, through September 30, 2025 
Project Application: September 1, 2025, through October 30, 2025 
Grant Review Panelds: April 14, 15, and 16, 2026
Grant Implementation Period: July 1, 2026, through June 30, 2027 
Final Report: July 30, 2027 

WHERE 
Nonprofit arts and culture organizations are located statewide, and many include neighboring islands in 
their program outreach.  



WHO 
Nonprofit 501(c)3 arts and culture organization subject to meeting Chapter 9 legal eligibility 
requirements, policies established by the SFCA, and application requirements to be eligible to submit a 
project application. In accordance with State of Hawai`i Administrative Rules §3-94-1 (c) organization 
may have no active grant contracts at the time of contracting.  

HOW 
Community Arts Grant FY2027 included an Intent to Apply to determine the applicant organization’s 
legal eligibility to submit a project application.  

• 74 organizations submitted an Intent to Apply.
• 65 organizations completed and submitted a project application.
• The organizations requested $5,000, $10,000, and $15,000 in funding support, and if awarded,

they will receive the entire requested amount.
• Grant Review Panel, consisting of arts and culture professionals, reviewed and scored submitted

applications based on Proposed Activities (50%), Qualifications (25%), and Need, Benefit, Impact
& Good Use of Public Funds (25%).

• Project Applications were scored 0-100 by panelists using the Community Arts Grant Program
Evaluation Rubric.

• Final scoring is organized from high to low, with organizations receiving funding in descending
order based on the available funding.

Attachments: 
• Community Arts FY2027 Project Application Final Score and Ranking
• Evaluation Rubric

Supported Project Categories  Organization Location by Island 
Arts Education- 14 Oahu - 32 Molokai - 1 
Community Arts - 12  Kauai - 1 Hawaii - 15 
Heritage & Preservation - 8 Maui - 14 
Presenting & Performing Arts - 31 Lanai - 2 

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 
The total Community Arts Grant FY2027 request is $910,000. The total anticipated Community Arts 
funding from federal and state funds is yet to be determined due to federal and Legislature funding 
restructuring.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 
Staff requests Board approval of the Community Arts funding in the order of priority ranking 
(descending order from high to low), as state funding becomes available.  



APPLICANT ORGANIZATION ISLAND PROJECT CATEGORY PROJECT TITLE
APPLICATION 

NUMBER 
GRANT 

REQUEST 
OVERALL 

SCORE 

1
PlayBuilders of Hawaii Theater 

Company
Oahu

Heritage & Preservation 
(Culture)

Our Okinawan ʻOhana: Stories from Hawaiʻi’s 
Okinawan Community 

FY27-0025 $15,000 98.5

2 Hana Arts Maui Arts Education (Education)
Hāna Noʻeau: Creative Learning and Cultural 

Education in Hāna
FY27-0055 $15,000 97.5

3 Society for Kona's Education & Art Hawaii Community Arts (Engagement) The Art of Community Learning FY27-0084 $15,000 97.5

4 Hawaii Youth Symphony Association Oahu
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts)
Pacific Music Institute 2026 FY27-0075 $15,000 97.5

5
YOUNG OF HEART WORKSHOP dba 

Pu'uhonua Society
Oahu

Heritage & Preservation 
(Culture)

Keanahala: A Place for Hala FY27-0050 $15,000 96.5

6
Maui Historical Society/ Hale 

Hō`ike`ike at the Bailey House
Maui

Heritage & Preservation 
(Culture)

Hale Hōʻikeʻike Cultural Events Series FY27-0065 $15,000 95.5

7
East Hawai'i Cultural Council dba East 

Hawai'i Cultural Center
Oahu Arts Education (Education) Gallery Exhibitions FY27-0006 $15,000 95

8 Hui Noeau Maui Arts Education (Education)
Enhancing Lives through Visual Arts Education 

in Maui County
FY27-0015 $15,000 95

9 Nova Arts Foundation Inc. Oahu
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts)
IONA’s 26/27 Annual Season FY27-0023 $15,000 94

10 Sounding Joy Music Therapy, Inc. Oahu Community Arts (Engagement)
Healing Generations: Community 

Collaborative Music Therapy for Older Adults
FY27-0062 $15,000 94

11 Lahaina Arts Guild Maui Arts Education (Education) We Make Art Happen FY27-0004 $15,000 94

12 HIKI OLA Hawaii
Heritage & Preservation 

(Culture)
Ho'okahua Hou: Restoring Foundations of 

Cultural Access in Kealakekua
FY27-0070 $15,000 93.5

13 Hawaii International Film Festival Oahu
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts)
46th Annual Hawai‘i International Film 

Festival
FY27-0058 $15,000 93

14 Youth Artivists Hawaii Hawaii Arts Education (Education) Youth Artivists Hawaii FY27-0080 $10,000 93

15
Hilo Education Arts Repertory Theatre 

Company (HEART)
Hawaii Arts Education (Education)

I HEART Musical Theater/A Tuition-Free 
Musical Theatre Training Program

FY27-0089 $15,000 93

16 Hawai'i Concert Society Hawaii
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts)
Hawaii Concert Society 2026-2027 Season FY27-0076 $5,000 93

17 Ohana Arts Oahu
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts)
Okinawan Princess Musical Theatre 

Production
FY27-0085 $15,000 93

18 Oahu Choral Society Oahu
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts)
Hui pū i ka mele (to join together/assemble in 

song)
FY27-0039 $15,000 92.5

19 West Hawaii Dance Theatre Hawaii
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts)
West Hawaii Dance Theatre Performance & 

Mentorship Season Project
FY27-0030 $15,000 92.5

20
Hawaii Institute for Music Enrichment 

and Learning Experiences, Inc.
Oahu

Presenting & Performing Arts 
(The Arts)

Hawaiian Steel Guitar Festivals and 
Showcases

FY27-0019 $15,000 92.5

21 Alliance for Drama Education Oahu Community Arts (Engagement) Gett!ng Dramat!c FY27-0081 $15,000 92

22 Kona Choral Society, Inc. Hawaii
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts)
Kona Choral Society 2026-2027 Community 

Concert Season
FY27-0020 $15,000 92

23 Maui Public Art Corps Maui Community Arts (Engagement) Hui Mo‘olelo FY27-0043 $15,000 91.5

24
Hawaii Performing Arts Company, Ltd. 

dba Manoa Valley Theatre
Oahu

Presenting & Performing Arts 
(The Arts)

Celebrating Humanity: Theatre, Music, and 
Education at Manoa Valley Theatre

FY27-0002 $15,000 91.5

25 Archive for Healths, Arts, and Spirit Maui Arts Education (Education) Hawaii Youth Poet Laureate 2027 FY27-0028 $15,000 91.5

26 TAG - The Actors' Group Oahu
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts)
Waihōna Kino (Body Archive) FY27-0026 $15,000 91.5

27 Kumu Kahua Theatre Oahu
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts)
Kumu Kahua Theatreʻs 56th Season FY27-0078 $15,000 91.5

28 Hawaii Craftsmen Oahu
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts)
Hawaii Craftsmen Exhibtion Programs FY27-0059 $15,000 91
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APPLICANT ORGANIZATION ISLAND PROJECT CATEGORY PROJECT TITLE
APPLICATION 

NUMBER 
GRANT 

REQUEST 
OVERALL 

SCORE 

EST.  
PROGRAM 

BUDGET 

29 Hawaii Handweavers' Hui Oahu Community Arts (Engagement)
Visiting Artist Giovanna Imperia: Weaving with 

Wire
FY27-0047 $5,000 91

$410,000

30 Volcano Art Center Hawaii Community Arts (Engagement) CommUNITY Arts FY27-0037 $15,000 91
$425,000

31 Hawaii Symphony Orchestra Oahu
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts)
Hawai'i Symphony Orchestra's Masterworks 

Series
FY27-0045 $15,000 90.5

$440,000

32 Hawaii Youth Opera Chorus Oahu Arts Education (Education)
Music Education and Performance 

emphasizing Hawaiian culture
FY27-0052 $15,000 89.5

$455,000

33 Maui Academy of Performing Arts Maui
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts)
Uncommon Stages Project FY27-0011 $15,000 89.5

$470,000

34
Honolulu Academy of Arts dba 

Honolulu Museum of Art
Oahu Arts Education (Education) See Art Make Art and Soundshop FY27-0083 $15,000 89.5

$485,000

35 Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii Oahu
Heritage & Preservation 

(Culture)
2027 New Year's ʻOhana Festival FY27-0014 $15,000 89

36 Diamond Head Theatre Oahu
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts)
Diamond Head Theatre's 2026-2027 Season FY27-0044 $15,000 89

37
Holualoa Foundation for Arts & Culture 

dba Donkey Mill Art Center
Hawaii Community Arts (Engagement)

Donkey Mill Art Center Exhibition Program 
2026-2027

FY27-0071 $15,000 88.5

38 Kahilu Theatre Foundation Hawaii Community Arts (Engagement) Kahilu Festival Series FY27-0009 $15,000 88

39 Honolulu Theatre for Youth Oahu Arts Education (Education) HTYʻs Statewide Tour FY27 FY27-0017 $15,000 88

40 Hokulani Children's Theatre of Molokai Molokai
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts)
Hokulani CTOM 2026-2027 Performing Arts 

Program
FY27-0067 $15,000 87.5

41 Lanai Arts and Culture Center Lanai Community Arts (Engagement) Let's Art Together FY27-0049 $10,000 87

42 Prince Dance Company Hawaii
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts)
PERFORM: Expanding Student Access to 

student-led Performing Arts
FY27-0016 $15,000 87

43 Hula Preservation Society Oahu
Heritage & Preservation 

(Culture)
Kou Lima Nani Ē: The Lovely Hula Hands of Mid-

20th Century Hawaiʻi
FY27-0040 $15,000 86.5

44 Arts Kauai/Kauai Songwriters Kauai
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts)
Kauai Songwriters Music Festival 2027 FY27-0003 $15,000 86.5

45 Hawaiian Historical Society Oahu
Heritage & Preservation 

(Culture)
Talk Story Saturdays FY27-0042 $15,000 86

46 ProArts, Inc. Maui
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts)
2026-2027 ProArts Theatrical Season FY27-0069 $15,000 85.5

47 Aloha International Piano Festival Oahu Arts Education (Education) Kanikapila - Music & Talkstory FY27-0046 $10,000 85.5

48 Hana Hou Music Program Maui Arts Education (Education)
Hana Hou Music Program 2026 Summer 

Season
FY27-0031 $15,000 85

49 Lanai Academy of Performing Arts Inc. Lanai
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts)
LAPA 2026-2027 Performing Arts Programs FY27-0024 $15,000 83.5

50
Kamuela Philharmonic Orchestra 

Society
Hawaii

Presenting & Performing Arts 
(The Arts)

Youth Artist Competition FY27-0008 $15,000 83.5

51 Bamboo Ridge Press Oahi
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts)
Honoring Four Decades of Literary 

Contribution
FY27-0033 $15,000 82

52 Hawaii United Okinawa Association Oahu
Heritage & Preservation 

(Culture)
Warabi Ashibi - Okinawan Cultural Day Camp 

for Children
FY27-0013 $5,000 82

53 Tau Dance Theater Oahu
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts)
Waihōna Kino (Body Archive) FY27-0057 $15,000 81

54 Windward Choral Society Oahu
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts)
A Community Remembrance for the 25th 

Anniversary of 9/11
FY27-0035 $15,000 79.5

55 Ballet Hawaii Oahu Community Arts (Engagement) Angel Program FY2027 FY27-0077 $15,000 79

56 Maui Pops Orchestra, Inc. Maui
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts)
Maui Pops Orchestra 2026-2027 Concert 

Season
FY27-0036 $15,000 77.5

57 Honolulu Printmakers Oahu Community Arts (Engagement) 98th Annual Juried Printmaking Exhibition FY27-0027 $10,000 77.5
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APPLICANT ORGANIZATION ISLAND PROJECT CATEGORY PROJECT TITLE
APPLICATION 

NUMBER 
GRANT 

REQUEST 
OVERALL 

SCORE 

58 Maui Arts & Cultural Center Maui
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts)
MACC Presents 26-27: Selected Works FY27-0086 $15,000 77

59 Isle of Maui Pipe Band Maui Arts Education (Education) IMPB Pipe School FY27-0034 $5,000 76.5

60 The Friends of the Palace Theater Hawaii
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts)
Hawaii Music Concert Series FY27-0074 $15,000 75

61 Maui Classical Music Festival Maui
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts)
45th Annual Maui Classical Music Festival FY27-0010 $15,000 75

62 Adaptations Dance Theater Maui
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Art)
SEED Choreographic Residency FY27-0012 $5,000 68

63 Hawaii Theatre Center Oahu Community Arts (Engagement) Hawaii Theatre Education Program FY27-0082 $15,000 52.5

64 Teohinui Foundation Maui
Presenting & Performing Arts 

(The Arts)
Teohinui Foundation's Annual Recital FY27-0048 $15,000 50

65 Hawaii Opera Theatre Oahu Arts Education (Education) Hawaii Opera Theatre Education Programs FY27-0018 $15,000 28
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 COMMUNITY ARTS GRANT PROGRAM 
EVALUATION RUBRIC 

CRITERIA UNACCEPTABLE ACCEPTABLE EXCELLENT 
Proposed Activities (50%) 0 to 15 points 16 to 39 points 40 to 50 points 
Description of arts and/or culture 
project is complete and clearly 
explained, about what the applicant 
will do and how they will manage, 
coordinate, implement, collaborate  

• Incomplete description of what the
applicant intends to do or how the
project will be implemented.

• Insufficient description of project
management and coordination.

• Description addresses what the
applicant intends to do.

• Applicant describes project
management and coordination.

• Complete details on what the
applicant intends to do.

• Completely describes project
management and coordination.

• Applicant identifies and/or
explains any collaborations.

Timeline of arts and/or culture 
project activities is realistic and 
clear, with identified alternatives if 
needed 

• Incomplete information about
timeline of project activities.

• Information does not match the
project description.

• Timeline is not realistic for this
project.

• Applicant provides a timeline of
project activities.

• Realistic and clear proposed
timeline of activities.

• Applicant suggests timeline
backup plan if needed and how
it will work.

Proposed locations of arts and/or 
culture activities is complete and 
clear, and identifies any 
collaborative support 

• Incomplete information about
proposed location of activities.

• Information does not match the
project description.

• Applicant identifies proposed
locations for its project activities.

• Complete and clear information
for proposed location of
activities.

• Applicant suggests location
alternatives if needed.

• Identifies any collaborative
support for use of facilities and
space at locations.

Consideration of OPTIONAL work 
evidence - IF work evidence was 
submitted - enhances understanding 
of the arts and/or culture  
project 

• OPTIONAL work evidence does not
clearly support this project.

• OPTIONAL work evidence
supports the project.

• OPTIONAL work evidence
supports most recent work
accomplished.

• Demonstrates a high quality
project.

• OPTIONAL work evidence for a
new applicant or new project
supports what the applicant
intends to do.
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 COMMUNITY ART GRANT PROGRAM 
EVALUATION RUBRIC 

CRITERIA UNACCEPTABLE ACCEPTABLE EXCELLENT 
Qualifications (25%) 0 to 5 points 6 to 19 points 20 to 25 points 
Applicant’s experience for 
implementing the arts and/or culture 
project is extensive, solid, 
resourceful, has an excellent 
reputation 

• Applicant has less than one year of
experience with this type of project.

• Applicant does not explain its
experience with this type of project.

• Applicant alludes to working
relationships, but does not identify
its partnerships and experience with
the proposed partners.

• Applicant has more than one year
of experience with this type of
project.

• Applicant explains its partnerships
or other relationships for project
implementation.

• Applicant has extensive
experience with this type of
project.

• Applicant has solid relationships
in the community for project
implementation.

• Applicant has ready access to
resources to support the
project.

• Applicant has excellent
reputation for implementing
projects of high quality.

Project personnel to manage and 
coordinate the arts and/or culture 
project are highly qualified with clear 
roles and responsibilities 

• Identified project
managing/coordinating personnel do
not have much experience with this
type of project.

• Roles and responsibilities are not
clear.

• Identified project personnel are
poorly qualified for the project.

• Project personnel who will manage
or coordinate the project, and their
qualifications, are identified.

• Roles and responsibilities are
identified.

• Complete list and description of
personnel who will manage and
coordinate the project, including
their qualifications.

• Roles and responsibilities are
clear.

• Identified project personnel are
highly qualified for the project.

Proposed artists, presenters and 
other specialists are highly qualified 
with clear roles and responsibilities 

• Identified proposed artists,
presenters and other specialists do
not have much experience with this
type of project.

• Roles and responsibilities are not
clear.

• Identified artists, presenters and
other specialists are poorly qualified
for the project.

• Project artists, presenters and
other specialists and their
qualifications, are identified.

• Roles and responsibilities are
identified.

• Complete list and description of
proposed artists, presenters
and other specialists.

• Roles and responsibilities are
clear.

• Identified artists, presenters and
other specialists are highly
qualified for the project.
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COMMUNITY ARTS GRANT PROGRAM 
EVALUATION RUBRIC 

CRITERIA UNACCEPTABLE ACCEPTABLE EXCELLENT 
Need, Benefit, Impact, Good Use 
of Public Funds (25%) 0 to 5 points 6 to 19 points 20 to 25 points 

Intended audience(s) is/are clearly 
identified with complete 
explanations about reach or any 
new or special populations 

• Little or no information about who
the intended audience is and how
that audience will be reached.

• Little or no explanation about the
reason for the project’s focus on the
intended audience(s).

• Intended audience(s) is/are
identified.

• Applicant explains how the
intended audience(s) will be
reached.

• Clear and complete information
about the intended audience(s)
and how the applicant will reach
them.

• Identifies new and/or special
populations, and describes they
will be reached.

• Applicant explains reason for
project focus on intended
audience(s).

Community need; benefits and 
impact are completely and clearly 
explained 

• Little or no information about
community need or benefits and
impact for the intended audience.

• Applicant identifies and explains
need, benefits and impact.

• Complete and clear explanation
of community need for the
project.

• Complete and clear explanation
of benefits and impact for the
intended audience(s).

How the applicant will know that the 
project was successful – completely 
and clearly describes quantitative 
and qualitative evaluation 

• Applicant explains very little about
its quantitative or qualitative data
collection in relation to determining
project success.

• Applicant is weak in qualitative
evaluation.

• Applicant conducts both
quantitative and qualitative
evaluation of the project.

• Qualitative data include feedback
from project participants.

• Applicant conducts both
quantitative and qualitative
evaluation of the project.

• Quantitative data are relevant to
the project and informative for
project improvement.

• Qualitative data include
constructive feedback from
project personnel, project
partners and participants.

• Applicant uses appropriate
evaluation instruments.
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 COMMUNITY ARTS GRANT PROGRAM 
 EVALUATION RUBRIC 

CRITERIA UNACCEPTABLE ACCEPTABLE EXCELLENT 
Good use of public funds • Project is undeveloped or somewhat

developed. Project personnel are
inadequate for this type of project.
Need, benefits and impact are not
appropriate for public funds.

• Grant request is not appropriate for
the described project scope.

• Project is developed. Project
personnel are capable. Need,
benefits and impact are clear.
Project can make good use of
public funds.

• Grant request is somewhat
appropriate for the described
project scope.

• Project is well-developed.
Project personnel are very
capable for a successful
project. Need, benefits and
impact are very convincing.
Very good use of public funds.

• Grant request is appropriate for
the described project scope.

TOTAL POINTS 0 to 25 points 26 to 79 points 80 to 100 points 
Funding/No funding: Not fundable Possibly fundable Fundable 



STATE FOUNDATION ON CULTURE AND THE ARTS 
Grant Review Panelist Roster 

Valerie Allen Pulama Na Liko
Dr. Lawrence Butler East Hawaii Cultural Center 
Maja Clark Hawaii Land Trust 
Virginia Holte West Hawaii Dance Theatre
Kristen Jordan Community Arts/Arts Education 
Ann Logan-Phillips West Hawaii Dance Theatre
Brenda McConnell East Hawaii Cultural Center 
Miho Morinoue Holualoa Foundation dba Donkey Mill Art Center 
Ashley Raymond Holualoa Foundation dba Donkey Mill Art Center 
Larry Reitzer Hilo Education Arts Repertory Theatre

Terrence Lui Arts Administrator
Jill Weiner Teaching Artist
Carol Yotsuda Garden Island Arts Council

Neida Banderter Maui Arts & Cultural Center
Maggie Costigan Maui Dance Council
Jen Cox Adaptation Dance Theatre
Anne-Marie Forsythe Hui Noeau Visual Arts Center 
David Johnston Maui Academy of Performing Arts
Maomi Malua Lake-Farm Maui Historical Society/Bailey House Museum
Kahulu Malua Maui Arts & Cultural Center
Erin O'Keif Hui Noeau Visual Arts Center 
Moira Pirsch Maui Arts & Cultural Center
Jessica Stack Pomaikai Elementary
Rae Takemoto Pomaikai ES
Carolyn Wright Maui Academy of Performing Arts

Alice Kaahanui Molokai Art Center 

Lei Ahsing Hawaii Arts Alliance
Carolannn Biederman Chamber Music Hawaii
Donna Blanchard Kumu Kahua Theatre
Jeffery Boeckman University of Hawaii Manoa- Music Department
Mark Branner University of Hawaii Manoa- Theatre & Dance 
Emma Broderick Pu`uhonua Society
Dr. Lawrence Butler East Hawaii Cultural Center 
Donnie Cervantes Aupuni Space 

HAWAII ISLAND 

KAUAI

MOLOKAI

OAHU

MAUI



Una Chan Department of Education
Mariko Chang Civil Beat
Erik Chang East West Center 
Lisa Chow Hawaii Mission House
Kim Coffee Isaac Hawaii Craftsmen
Zita Cup Choy Iolani Palace 
Justin Davies Honolulu Museum of Art
Sue Dueber Joining Hands Consulting 
Rebecca Dunning Honolulu Theatre for Youth
Jenny Engel Manoa Heritage Center
Jane Ferriera Hawaii Youth Opera Chorus
Dr. Maria 'Nina' Guerrero Sounding Joy Music Therapy
Samuel Guerrero Lili'uokalani Trust
Erik Haines Hawaii Opera Theatre
Jaimey Hamilton Faris University of Hawaii- Art & Art History
Jennifer Herring University of Hawaii Manoa- College of Education 
Hebatuallah Hendawy Architect
Jennifer Higaki Hawaii State Public Charter Schools
Stacy Hoshino Hawai‘i Council for the Humanities
Beth Iwata Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii
Tammy Jennings Leeward Community College 
Malia Ka`ai-Barrett Honolulu Youth Opera Chorus
Keiko Kajiwara Sounding Joy Music Therapy
Daniel Kelin Honolulu Theatre for Youth
Scott Kitano Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii
Joseph Koholo Daugman DOE Retired Principal
Louis King Lanzilotti Retired SFCA Arts Education
Vivian Lee Education

Aaron Levine
UH Manoa, College of Ed, Institute for Teacher Education, 

Elementary & Secondary
Maile Loo Hula Preservation Society 
Chet-Yeng Loong University of Hawaii Manoa- Music Department
Patricia Massouth University of Hawaii Manoa- Music Department
Natalie McKinney Kokua Hawaii Foundation
Sara Mizban Hawaii Arts Alliance
Michelle Morihara Iolani Palace 
Dawn Mostiler Ballet Hawaii
Allyson Nakamoto Japanese Cultural Center of Hawaii
Frances   Nakachi Kuba Tamagusuku Ryu Senjukai
Natalie Nimmer Pacific Relevance Consulting
Aaron Padilla Honolulu Museum of Art
Jonathan Parrish Hawaii Symphony Orchestra
Marcia Pasqua Hawaii Arts Alliance
Kristen Pauka University of Hawaii

Michael Pili Pang
Halau Hula Ka No`eau/UH Manoa/ Moanalua Gardens 

Foundation
Maika Pollack University of Hawaii Manoa 
Maya Portner University of Hawaii- Leeward Community College

OAHU



Dr. Annie Renolds East-West Center 
Peter Rockford-Espiritu Tau Dance Theatre
Amy Schiffner University of Hawaii- Manoa, Theatre and Dance

Jamie Simpson Steele 
UH Manoa, College of Education, Institute for Teacher 

Education
Amanda Smith University of Hawaii- Manoa, College of Education
Joe Stepec University of Hawaii
Blair Suzuki Office of Veterans Services 
Kimi Takazawa Ballet Hawaii
Trevor Tamashiro Diamond Head Theatre
Dalani Tanahy Kapa Hawaii
Kim Taylor Reece The ARTS at Marks Garage 

Cheryl Treiber-Kawaoka
UH Manoa, College of Education, Institute for Teacher

Education
Misa Tupou Projex Art
Sarah Twomey University of Hawaii- Manoa, College of Education
Morgan Vitarelli Manoa Heritage Center 
Heather Williams Art Explorium
Randy Wong Hawaii Youth Symphony Association
Pauline Worsham Moanalua Gardens Foundation
Allison Yanagi Hawaiian United Okinawa Association 
Kathleen Young Manoa Valley Theatre
Lynn Young University of Hawaii Manoa- College of Education 

OAHU



Art in Public Places Program 
Relocatable Works of Art 
May 15, 2026 
 
 
Purchase Recommendations for the Art in Public Places Collection 
 
 
Hawaii Island Art Alliance, Wailoa Art Center, "2025 Abstract Only! 15th Annual 
Multimedia Juried Competition," juried exhibition (August 1, 2025 - August 28, 
2025)            
 
AASC VACS: Sherm Warner, Mary Begier, Codie King, Mary Babcock 
SFCA: Eli Baxter 
 
1. YAMANOHA, Glenn. 6074-26 “3 Mahus”  
octopus ink and graphite on paper, 1997, 6 x 18" 
$600.00 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



2. GROOM, Cheri. 6075-26 “Rift” 
oil and cold wax, 2025, 48 x 36” 
$7,500.00 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3. DOUGLAS, Bob Danhieux. 6076-26 “Blankenberg 1972” 
Mokuhanga, sumi, graphite, 2024, 33.75 x 25.5" 
$1,000.00 
 

 
 
TOTAL                                                                                                          $9,100.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Maui Arts & Cultural Center, "Ocean of Peace," curated exhibition (December 6, 
2025 - January 29, 2026)         
   
AASC VACS: Neida Bangerter, Michael Takemoto 
SFCA COMM: Susana Browne, Jan Sato 
SFCA: Eli Baxter 
 
1. WATSON, Anthony. 6123-26 “Obechad” 
mango, koa, stainless steel, aluminum, rubberized polymer, resin, 2025,  
22.5" x 34" x 9" 
$4,000.00 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



2. WATSON, Anthony. 612-26 “Enthused and Spiteful Hairpins” 
guava, Hong Kong orchid, koa, bamboo, oyster shell, black coral, plastic, inorganic 
dye, 5160 steel, nylon, 2025, 15.5" x 18.5" x 3.75" 
$1,800.00 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
3. BAMBA, James. 6125.01 - "Balakbak Taitampe" - $1,200.00  
BAMBA, James. 6125.02 - "Balakbak Gaitampe" - $1,500.00  
woven Pandanus, 2025, 10.75" x 6.5" x 5.5” & 3" x 3.75" x 4" 
$2,700.00  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
4. YAMASE, Lissette. 6126-26 “The Disappearance of Sipin” 
charcoal on paper, 2020, 20.75" x 16.75” 
$800.00 
 

 
 
 
 TOTAL                                                                                           $9,300.00              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Hui No'eau Visual Arts Center, "2026 Annual Juried Exhibition," juried exhibition 
(January 16, 2026 - February 20, 2026) 
 
AASC VACS: Paul Janes-Browne, Joelle C. Perz 
SFCA COMM: Susana Browne, Jan Sato 
SFCA: Eli Baxter 
 
1. TURNBULL, Christine. 6130-26 “Divine Goddess”  
low fire ceramic, dried seedling palm frond, 2025, 34 x 44 x 12" 
$2,900.00 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
2. MCNERTHNEY, Sheri. 6131-26 “Golden Path” 
handwoven linen, gold leaf thread, fabric paint, 2025, 70 x 36” 
$12,000.00 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
3. KEAN, Susan Conway. 6132-26 “Waiting For Surf” 
oil, 2025, 18.5 x 30.5" 
$2,000.00 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
4. JOUBERT, Masako. 6133-26 “Modern Botanicals” 
ceramic, 2025, 13 x 14 x 14" 
$3,200.00 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
5. DAVIS, Paul Allan. 6134-26 “Ke Kahawai o Ko'u Moe'uhane” 
fiber collage, batik, muslin, tulle, thread, 2025, 18 x 18.5" 
$5,000.00 
 

 
 
 
 TOTAL                                                                                                       $25,100.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Manini Collective, Kaiao Space, "CALABASH," curated exhibition (March 6, 
2026 - April 5, 2026)  
 
AASC VACS: Maya Portner, Russell Sunabe, Elana Bernnard 
SFCA: Eli Baxter, Kamakani Konia 
 
1. FOLTZ, Kaila. 6147-26 “False Horizon” 
oil on canvas, 2026, 36 x 36" 
$2,000.00 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
2. MILK, Grace. 6148-26 “Ceremony Without Witness 
acrylic gouache on canvas, 2026, 22 x 18" 
$5,000.00 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
3. CHAI, Lauren Hana. 6149-26 “Mom's Coming 'Round To Put It Back The Way It 
Ought To Be” 
oil and mixed media on canvas, 2026, 32 x 32" 
$5,000.00 
 

 
 
 
TOTAL                                                                                                       $12,000.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Honolulu Printmakers, Downtown Art Center, "98th Annual Exhibition," juried 
exhibition (April 3, 2026 - April 25, 2026)   
 
AASC VACS: Deborah Nehmad, Susan Hogan 
SFCA COMM: Randy Fujiki 
SFCA: Shirley Lam, Eli Baxter 
 
1. BARNABY, Margaret. 6153-26 “Hokkaido Riverside” 
woodblock, 2025, 31.75" x 47.75" 
$3,600.00 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
2. PIETRUSZKA, Aaron. 6154-26 “Halema'uma'u (2016)” 
mixed media, 2025, 20.25" x 16.5" 
$1,200.00 
 

 
 



 
3. GOEBEL, Jon. 6155-26 “Ebb and Flow” 
intaglio, 2026, 15.25" x 22.75" 
$1,200.00 
 

 
 
 
TOTAL                                                                                                       $6,000.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Aupuni Space, "Islandwide," curated exhibition (April 8, 2026 - April 25, 2026)
   
AASC VACS: Emily McIlroy, Johnny Macas 
SFCA COMM: Randy Fujiki 
SFCA: Eli Baxter, Kamakani Konia 
 
1. SATO, Nālani. 6158-26 “Boar Standing on Bed No. 2 (Modern Animism series)” 
oil on canvas, 2026, 36 x 48"  
$6,800.00 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
2. SATO, Nālani and OLSEN, Tino. 6159-26 “Hawaii State Capitol Building (Art in 
Public Places Series)” 
oil and graffiti pen on canvas, 2026, 48 x 60” 
$8,500.00 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
3. SEWARD, Lawrence. 6160-26 “Magellan” 
acrylic and archival digital print on wood panel, 2014, 46.5 x 20.5" 
$4,500.00 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
3. KHAN, Amber. 6161-26 “Observe/Participate” 
Kamani, bass wood, bog wood, u-pins, cordage, pendant, thread, opihi, brick, beads, 
lei remnants, 2026, 36 x 58 x 19" 
$6,700.00 
 

 
 
 
 TOTAL                                                                                                 $26,500.00                              
 
 
 
                                                            



Hawaiʻi State Foundation on Culture and the Arts 

STAFF REPORT TO THE BOARD 
May 15, 2026 

REQUEST: 

We are requesting approval for an additional $93,507 to be added to the Hawaii State Capitol Pools 
commissioned work of art project by artist Solomon Enos.  

FACTS: 
Sol Enos requires additional funding to complete artist obligations for the Capitol Pools project. These 
collective costs amount to $93,507 resulting in a new project budget of $233,507.00 

PROJECT COORDINATORS: Kamakani Konia, APP Director 

WHY: 
The original contract amount agreed upon by the artist and the SFCA was $233,507. This total is to be 
encumbered for the Capitol Pools CWA. However due to budgeting priorities in FY 2025, SFCA was only 
able to create an initial contract for $140,000.00.  Construction and Installation Phase must be added 
to the current contract for a total of $93,507. 

WHO: Artist Solomon Enos for the Capitol Pools Work of Art Project

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS:  There is an ample amount of funds in the S-27-319 account for this request. 

Conceptual Phase  $25,200.00 
Design Phase   $49,000.00 
Mobilization Phase  $65,800.00 
Construction Phase $73507.00 
Installation Phase  $20,000.00 
Total  $233,507.00 

RECOMMENDATION:  
Approve the artist’s request for additional funds to complete the project. 



SOLOMON ENOS 

for

STATE CAPITOL POOLS
LIMITED DESIGN COMPETITION

ARTIST’S PROPOSAL 
DECEMBER 27, 2023



DESIGN CONCEPT

Scope, size, scale, and nature
This is a proposal to retrofit the Capitol Pools water features on both the East and West flanks of the
Hawai‘i State Capitol, into walkable mosaic tile floor murals. As well as keeping with the symbolism of the
edifice representing the Hawaiian archipelago, and the pools being the ocean, the goal will also be to have
the new aesthetic resonate with the existing central mosaic and inner chamber installations.

Environmental role, symbolic meaning, and aesthetic purpose
Converting the former Capitol pools into walkable surfaces will solve the issues of water damage to
facilities below, and more importantly, it will provide more area for community use and access. The pools
as they had initially been built, were to represent the ocean surrounding the island archipelago of Hawai‘i.
The intention here is to replace those water features with a tiled floor mosaic, that shares an aesthetic in
harmony with the existing Tadashi Sato mosaic in the center of the capital, as well as the large wall
installations within both House and Senate chambers. 

The draft proposed image included in this proposal, takes the layered elements of the central mosaic, and
responds with ripples as currents and tides, incorporating the tree-columns into this radiating aesthetic.
Upon closer examination, shown in the square detail example also included in this proposal, we see the
refraction of light across shallow to deep ocean bottoms, with a multitude of limu (seaweed) accents, as
well as corals and reef life in a visual mosaic chorus. There will even be areas of kapa-print repetition,
moving the overall aesthetic into a kind of “structured and gestural” dance, symbolizing the union of mass
and motion. In a more literal sense, in the draft proposal image we see an amalgamation of the many kinds
of reef and near shore ocean variations, with subtle differences in color between the East and West
installations. Having traveled to Papahānaumokuākea, from O’ahu to Midway and back again, I got to
experience a more inclusive understanding of our archipelago, and this proposal aims to do what the
Hawai’i State Capitol was built for; to bring all of Hawai’i together in harmony. 

Type, texture, color, finish, and other characteristics of its materials
The artistic design will be translated by hand painting and airbrushing the colors free hand, following the
ceramic printed image underneath. After all colors have been fired in up to two (2) firings the 8mm4. Float
glass will be toughened (Security glass according to DIN 12150-1) and worked into a laminated safety
glass. The overall artwork to have a tentative area of approximately 54,000 square feet. The final artwork
would be laminated as a triple laminated glass with an etched transparent non slip structure on the top
surface.

Fabrication method and vendor, safety, and maintenance features
Fabrication of approximately 6000 art glass panels at 3’ x 3’ each according to a unique design by Solomon
Enos. The design is translated by applying and combining layers of airbrushed, hand painted and ceramic
printed colored enamels onto 8 mm float glass recreating the painterly design by the artist. The applied
colors will be fired to the glass at a temperature of about 600 °C / 1100 °F to form a permanent bond with
the glass.
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ATTACHMENTS

Please find attached the following supporting items:
Color rendering of the proposed artwork and setting. Drawings should be in a scale of 1/16”= 1’. 1.

Color rendering of a 30” x 30” section at 100% scale.2.

Fabrication, shipping and installation budget (as provided by GLASMALEREI PETERS STUDIOS)3.

Artist fee.4.
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Color rendering of the proposed
artwork and setting.
Full high resolution image attached.

Color rendering of a 30” x 30” section
at 100% scale.
Full high resolution image attached.

Submitted By:

Artist Date



PROPOSAL: CUSTOM ART FOR STATE CAPITOL POOLS

December 26, 2023

Project Description:

Design and retrofit the Capitol Pools water features on both the East and West flanks of the Hawai‘i State Capitol, into
walkable mosaic tile floor murals for State Capitol Pools. No other reproductions or licensing of the Artwork shall be
included in the pricing. Artist shall retain all copyright rights and rights to reproduce the Artwork in all forms.
Artwork shall be completed and approved by the Client within _________ days of execution of contract. Client shall
be responsible for installation of the Artwork.

Artwork sample:

Fees:

Standard Fees for designing Artwork for Capitol Pools: $223,000 plus Hawaii GET.

Fifty percent (50%) of the Fee is due at execution of contract and remaining balance due upon receipt of
Artwork.

Client: State of the Culture and the Arts
Contact: Jonathan Johnson
Email: johnson.jj2022@gmail.com
Phone:

Subject to execution of Art Commission Contract.
Any questions or comments should be directed to Kanakolu Noa at kanakolu@n30studios.com

mailto:kanakolu@n30studios.com


DIRECTORS REPORT  

May 15, 2026  

Legislative Update 

STATE UPDATE 

All pertinent measures died in the 2026 Session except for House Bil 1815_HD1-SD1 which 
is on its way to the Governor’s desk for signature.  

HB1815_HD1-SD1 reads:  

Part I: Explicitly applies existing grant standards to Performing Arts Grants Program grants 
under the State Foundation on Culture and the Arts. Part II: Transfers the State Foundation 
on Culture and the Arts and the King Kamehameha Celebration Commission from the 
Department of Accounting and General Services to the Department of Business, Economic 
Development, and Tourism. Transfers certain authority and responsibilities held by the 
Comptroller regarding the Works of Art Special Fund to the Director of Business, Economic 
Development, and Tourism. (CD1)  

SFCA is currently working closely with Department of Business, Economic Development 
and Tourism to determine the necessary next steps to ensure that the transfer process is 
implemented as efficiently and effectively as possible. Discussions are ongoing regarding 
operational procedures, including whether SFCA will need to transition to different 
systems for processing encumbrances and payments, as well as identifying the training 
requirements necessary for the SFCA accounting team. 

At present, the SFCA accounting team consists of two employees who rely on the 
Department of Accounting and General Services Administrative Services Office (ASO) for 
support with payment processing, check issuance, and the rollover of funds from multiple 
funding sources each quarter. As SFCA does not currently have an internal ASO position to 
perform these functions, these responsibilities will need to be coordinated with and 
assumed by DBEDT as part of the transition process. 

SFCA will remain located at the 250 South Hotel Street offices and will continue the work 
of the agency under the leadership of the Executive Director and the Commission. The 
Commission structure remains intact and will continue to provide policy guidance and 
direction to both the Executive Director and the agency. The mission of SFCA and the 
priorities outlined in the current Strategic Plan will remain unchanged. 

An additional update regarding the transfer process will be provided at the July Board 
meeting in Hilo. 



FEDERAL UPDATE 

On Monday May 11, the SFCA received notice from the National Endowment for the Arts for 
the FY27 Partnership Agreement. The total award amount is $964,738.  

On April 3, 2026, The White House submitted its budget proposal to Congress for fiscal 
year 2027. The request continues to reflect a government downsizing agenda that reduces 
or eliminates appropriations for numerous federal programs and agencies—including the 
National Endowment for the Arts (NEA), the National Endowment for the Humanities, and 
the Institute of Museum and Library Services. 

Strategic Plan Update 

From March through April, SFCA staff developed the implementation timeline for the 
Strategic Plan. All programs and activities are intended to align with and support the goals 
and priorities outlined in the Plan to ensure consistency across the agency’s work. 

Key staff members were assigned responsibility for identifying future projects and 
initiatives related to the Strategic Plan. Each division completed this work independently 
within the SFCA Teams drive, with submissions currently under review by the Executive 
Director for evaluation and approval. While some of the identified initiatives reflect ongoing 
projects, many represent new efforts aligned with the Strategic Plan. Several initiatives 
may require only a few months to implement but are intended to be administered and 
sustained over the next five years. 

Now that the State and Federal budget have been finalized, SFCA staff are drafting the 
agency’s operational budget, which will be presented to the Board for review and approval 
at the July meeting. The proposed budget is being developed to align with the priorities and 
implementation needs of the Strategic Plan. 

 

Personnel Update 

SFCA is currently in the final stages of recruitment for the Arts Program Specialist II 
position. All candidate interviews were completed during the past week, and a conditional 
offer is anticipated to be extended to the selected candidate by the weekend of May 16–17. 
The anticipated start date for the position is July 2026. 

The candidate list for the Administrative Assistant (Secretary) position was received by 
SFCA during the week of May 4. Staff contacted all candidates on the list; however, there 
were no positive responses, with several candidates indicating that they had already 



accepted other employment opportunities. SFCA has requested an updated candidate list 
and will continue recruitment efforts. 

The candidate list for the Arts Program Specialist III position was received on May 11, and 
interviews are currently being scheduled throughout the month of May. 

The Arts Program Specialist III Project Manager position remains with the Personnel Office 
for processing. 

The Administrative Services Assistant IV position also remains with the Personnel Office, 
where the position description is undergoing internal updates. Once completed, the 
position will be posted internally as an Internal Vacancy and subsequently listed on the 
public DHRD recruitment website. 

Art in Public Places Survey Initiative 

Key commissioners and staff have been working diligently on the development of a 
Request for Proposals (RFP) to address the need for a comprehensive review of the Art in 
Public Places Program’s acquisition and deaccessioning processes. The RFP was posted 
on the State procurement website and closed in late April. The next phase of the process 
will involve evaluating submitted proposals against established criteria to identify the most 
qualified firm to assist SFCA with this important initiative. 

Purpose and Rationale for the Initiative 

Conducting a review of the acquisition practices for a public art collection is essential to 
maintaining the collection’s credibility, legal integrity, and long-term public value. As 
identified in the current Strategic Plan, specifically Objectives 1.1(e) and 1.1(f), this effort 
has been prioritized to ensure appropriate planning, oversight, and resource allocation. A 
formal review of these practices has not been conducted in many years. 

Without periodic evaluation, acquisition practices may become inconsistent or 
unintentionally influenced by individual preferences, donor interests, or shifting market 
trends. A comprehensive review can help identify gaps or unintended biases in the 
collection, including potential underrepresentation of certain artists, communities, 
cultural perspectives, or artistic movements. This process will support the development of 
more balanced, equitable, and mission-aligned collecting strategies moving forward. 

Engaging a neutral third-party consultant to assess past acquisitions will provide SFCA 
with valuable insight into the evolution of the collection, including patterns in what has 
been collected, areas that may have been overlooked, and opportunities for future growth. 
This analysis will help ensure that future acquisitions contribute to a cohesive, meaningful, 



and publicly accountable collection rather than a fragmented one, thereby strengthening 
public trust in the stewardship of the collection. 

The deaccessioning process also warrants careful review and modernization. Thoughtful 
deaccessioning enables an institution to responsibly remove artworks that no longer align 
with the collection’s mission, are duplicative, or no longer meet curatorial or conservation 
standards. 

Public collections require ongoing investments in storage, conservation, documentation, 
and maintenance. Retaining works that are damaged beyond repair, infrequently utilized, 
or outside the institution’s scope can place unnecessary strain on limited resources. A 
clear and responsible deaccessioning process allows SFCA to better allocate space, 
funding, and staff capacity toward artworks that more effectively serve the public and 
support the institution’s mission and long-term goals. 

Establishing a clearly documented, transparent, and consistently applied process—
supported through independent review—will reinforce public confidence that the 
collection is actively, ethically, and responsibly managed for future generations. 

Commission Changes and Commission Committee Updates 

SFCA extends its sincere gratitude to outgoing commissioners Susana Browne, Jill 
Kuramoto, Randall Fujiki, and Michael Marshall, whose terms of public service with the 
State Foundation on Culture and the Arts will conclude on June 30, 2026. Their 
longstanding dedication to the agency and continued support of the SFCA team over the 
years have been deeply valued and sincerely appreciated. 

SFCA is also pleased to welcome two new commissioners to the Board, effective July 1, 
2026. Dr. Makanani Sala and Patrick Branco will begin their initial terms of service, which 
will extend through June 30, 2030. Both bring extensive experience in cultural knowledge, 
community engagement, and public service at the county, state, and federal levels. 

In light of these Board transitions, SFCA will undertake a review of the current committee 
structure and reassign Board members to committee roles as appropriate. The Executive 
Director intends to work closely with the Board Chair on committee appointments and 
encourages current Board members to express interest in the committees where they 
believe their expertise and service would be most beneficial. The Board’s current standing 
committees are Administrative, Art in Public Places, and Communications. 
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